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A Fart 


A Call 


To Worship 


Some People Pay No Attention 
To God and Then Wonder Why 


Live by 


Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
And with fear and trembling stand. 
Ponder nothing earthly minded 
For with blessings in his hand 

God within his temple dwelleth, 
Our full homage doth demand. 


HESE words, set to music centuries ago, are 

sung by choirs of many churches to call Chris- 
tians to worship. They are a call for men to set 
aside, however briefly, the cares and problems 
that beset them, to fall on spiritual knees before 
the presence of Almighty God. They call to us to 
open our hearts and let the healing, strengthening 
spirit of the Father abide within. 

How infinitely sad that this so seldom happens. 
How many times have we entered the sanctuary 
to hear people trying to talk over the music of 
the prelude, chattering without concern for those 
who would worship. 

We are called to set our thoughts on spiritual 
things. Are we, instead, guilty of watching others 
with disapproval when we could be asking forgive- 
ness for our own shortcomings? Do we miss the 
words of Scripture because we are concentrating 
on latecomers? Has the Lord’s Supper become a 
signai for muttering instead of meditating, for 
puttering rather than praying? Have we become 
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They Get Nothing Out of Worship 


by Marilyn Digweed 


so sophisticated that we sit indifferent and un- 
moved in the presence of our Creator? 

It need not be so. Everything in the service is 
designed to strengthen and renew our faith, to 
draw us nearer to God. But it takes spiritual 
discipline to keep our minds and hearts centered 
in God when physical surroundings (like picture 
hats and squirming children) would distract us. 
Do we help or hinder others in their worship? 
Christ drew men to him because through him they 
experienced God’s presence. 

We have all heard others say (perhaps have 
said ourselves), “I didn’t get a thing out of the 
worship this morning.” Why not? 

The answer lies within our own willingness to 
give “full homage” to God. Though we worship 
as a community of believers, each of us stands 
alone before our Maker. We bow together in 
prayer but He hears us individually. We listen 
together to the wisdom and beauty of the Scrip- 
tures and interpret them individually. We hear 
the sermon together and it takes on meaning as it 
fits our own need. 

God speaks to men through these means. He 
speaks to us as we have ears to hear. Our faith 
will grow only as it is nourished by the light of 
His presence. 


Repent, therefore, and turn again, that your sins 


may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the Lord.—Acts 3:19 
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Life’s Interruptions 


Some of Them Are 


by G. Curtis Jones 


Minister, Union Avenue Christian Cuurch 
St. Louls, Missouri 


N HIS new book, The Dark Road to Triumph, 

Dr. Clayton E. Williams, pastor of the Ameri- 
can Church in Paris, reminds us of Dr. Adolph 
Lorenz’s visit to America some years ago. The 
famed Austrian orthopedic surgeon was much in 
demand. Upon hearing that he was to be in her 
city, a certain mother requested that he come to 
see her child. 

Dr. Lorenz was in the habit of going for a walk 
after lunch. Usually he told his chauffeur where 
he was going so he could pick him up in case of 
rain. One afternoon a gradual rain suddenly 
turned into a violent downpour. 

As the storm descended, the woman who antici- 
pated the services of the noted physician went out 
on the front porch to rearrange the furniture, 
when she noticed an elderly man approaching. His 
summer suit was soaked. Removing his hat he 
asked in a slightly foreign accent, “Madam, may 
I sit on your veranda until the rain stops?” In- 
differently, and without saying a word, she pointed 
to a chair, turned on her heels and closed the door. 

Presently she heard the sound of brakes. From 
her window she saw a chauffeur assisting the 
stranger into an automobile. Next morning she 
read in the paper that Dr. Lorenz had been caught 
in a storm while out for his constitutional and 
was forced to seek shelter on a porch. In an in- 
terview with a reporter, the Austrian said he 
only suffered from two chills: damp clothes and 
the woman of the house. 

Frantically the discourteous housewife called the 
hotel and asked for Dr. Lorenz only to be informed 
that he had left for the East. Her remorse was 
unbearable. 

Nothing so tests the quality and spirit of a 
person as interruptions. Few of us can live with 
them, yet all of us must. While some interrup- 
tions are unnecessary and distracting, others are 
impelling and invigorating. They compel us to 
act. Love must remain flexible and responsive. 

This seems to be the import of the Parable of 
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For Divine Purpose 


the Good Samaritan. A lawyer desired to debate 
with Jesus. The Scripture says he “stood up to 
put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall 
I do to inherit eternal life?’” (Luke 10:25ff). 
Recognizing his ability and obvious intelligence, 
Jesus asked him what he found in the law. He 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your strength, and with all your mind; and 
your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus said to him, 
“You have answered right; do this, and you will 
live.” 

The German theologian, Helmut Thielicke, re- 
minds us that there are usually two classes of 
people who like to engage in such conversation: 
those who are intellectually challenged and those 
who like to engage in endless debate knowing this 
is one way of keeping Jesus away. It could be 
that the lawyer was in the latter classification for 
Luke says that in an effort to justify himself he 
asked, “And who is my neighbor?” Then it was 
that our Lord told the story of a man who went 
“down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell 
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him, 
and departed, leaving him half dead.” 

By chance a priest came along. One would ex- 
pect God’s servant to have mercy on the wounded 
man. But he was busy, his schedule could not 
be interrupted, and perhaps thinking the man 
dead, he was fearful lest he become unclean for 
his next appointment. Thus the priest took a 
dignified detour. 

Moreover, a Levite, a respected churchman, also 
passed by on the other side. 


“But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 
where he was; and when he saw him, he had com- 
passion, and went to him and bound up his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine; then he set him on his 
own beast and brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. And the next day he took out two 
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying 
‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, 
I will repay you when I come back. Which of 
these three, do you think, proved neighbor to the 
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man who fell among the robbers?” 
“The one who showed mercy on him.” 
said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
33-37.) 


He said, 
And Jesus 
(LUKE 10: 


Discovering a man half-dead—what an inter- 
ruption! 

The church is an interruption to many. There 
is an irresistibility about the church, though we 
are irritated by its demands. 

A friend of Whistler, the artist, asked him for 
his advice in hanging a painting which he had 
purchased in Paris. The neighbor complained that 
he could not make the picture fit the room. 
“Man,” said Whistler, “you are beginning at the 
wrong end. You cannot make the painting fit 
the room. You will have to make the room fit the 
painting.” 

In the Parable of the Good Samaritan we 
glimpse something of the spaciousness of Chris- 
tianify. We sense the limitlessness of love. We 
see that love is not something to be debated, but 
demonstrated; and that we cannot fit His great 
church into our little concept of what a church 
should be. 


In his disturbing study of American advertising, 
The Hidden Perswaders, Vance Packard reported 
that in 1953 a researcher declared that Americans 
would have to “live a third better” if they would 
keep pace with production and enable the United 
States economy to reach the coveted four hundred 
billion gross mark by 1958. 

The phrase “live a third better’ intrigues me. 
In its context, of course, it means more automo- 
biles, more refrigerators, insurance, gadgets, beer, 
more everything! The fallacy of consumption does 
not always coincide with progress and growth. 

To be sure America needs to grow. I would not 
curb its technological expansion nor its ability to 
produce more goods. However, we also need to 
produce more goodness, more righteousness and 
more justice. 

The church should not represent the hidden per- 
suaders, but the obvious persuaders of the Chris- 
tian way. For most of us, perhaps, this is the 
starting place—to live a third better. That is 
where the Good Samaritan started! Not with a 
promise; not with an orientation session; not with 
a projected program; but with a given situation, 
face to face with a stranger, whom two other 
travelers had passed by. 

Public relations experts discussing the psychol- 
ogy of advertising wondered if something had been 
lost in substituting glamour for simplicity and 
directness. Reference was made to a simple ad 
in the London Times of 1900. The needs were sim- 
ply stated over the signature of Sir Edward 
Shackleton, Arctic explorer. The famous ad read: 
“Men wanted for hazardous journey. Small wages, 
bitter cold, long months of complete darkness, con- 
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stant danger, safe return doubtful. Honor and 
recognition in case of success.” 

What an advertisement for the church! 

Christ is the most compelling of all interrup- 
tions. We hear his counsel in every conference 
and we glimpse him at every corner. Like the 
rich farmer, we who are banking on material 
gains also hear, “Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you; and the things you have pre- 
pared, whose will they be?” (Luke 12:20). 

Like Nicodemus, we, too, are disturbed and con- 
cerned and often come by night asking, “(How can 
a man be born when he is old?” (John 3:4). 

Maxwell Anderson’s play, Wingless Victory, is 
placed in Salem, Massachusetts, about 1800. 
Nathaniel McQueston and his wife, Oparre, are 
the principal characters. Nathaniel, a sea cap- 
tain, left Salem in poverty and returned in wealth. 
Oparre was formerly a Malay princess who once 
saved his life. They returned with their two chil- 
dren and at Salem met prejudice, rebuff and 
coveteousness. 

Oparre, once a worshiper of the tribal gods of 
revenge, through her husband, had been attracted 
to Christ. She believed in him. But as she sought 
to win the love of her husband’s people, she dis- 
covered their intolerance and hate. Her family was 
threatened. At last Mrs. McQueston spoke to her 
husband’s brother, a clergyman who was as preju- 
diced as the rest. “Sir, if this winter coast is 
tarnished by our footsteps in the snow, as I fear 
it will be; if the Christ you worship gives sanc- 
tuary only to his own lest they be polluted, say 
this at once, and we shall arouse the children and 
be away. I came only with a hope.” 

Relatives and neighbors had their way. In a 
moment of awful trial, her husband faltered. 
Knowing that she must leave she turned once 
again to the gods of her childhood. She boarded 
the ship and resolved to die. As she drank the 
poison with broken heart, she prayed: 


“The earth rolls toward the dark, 

and men begin to sleep. God of the children, 
god of the lesser children of the earth, 

the black, the unclean, the vengeful, you are mine 
now as when I was a child. He came too soon, this 
Christ of peace. Men are not ready yet. 
Another hundred thousand years they must drink 
your potion of tears and blood... .” 


Has this commanding Christ come too soon, or 
are we too late implementing his love? Some 
would say it is too late for law and too soon for 
love. What do you say? 

Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan, but 
he did more than tell it. He implemented it. In- 
deed, he is the Good Samaritan of us all, who 
became our neighbor and Savior through the im- 
pelling interruptions of the cross. 


(1285) 5 











LEd/torials 


6 


(1286) 


The Master’s Men 


VERY devout Christian has a calling, a 

full-time calling to serve Christ with 
time, talent and substance. This has been 
true since he called the first followers by the 
sea of Galilee. Those first followers, how- 
ever, were asked to give up everything and 
follow him, physically. 

There has been the necessity for such a full 
surrender of self-interest by many people, 
since the very first days. These servants 
have come by many different paths. Some 
families have promised their first-born to the 
Christian ministry. Pastors, friends, teachers 
have said something that encouraged still 
others to take up the work. 

One of the greatest sources of encourage- 
ment in our time has been the decision on 
the part of young Christian businessmen to 
enter seminary and prepare for such work. 

A few days ago we received the news of 
the ordination of such a man. Three years 
ago, he struggled to make his decision. Suc- 
cessful in business, active in the church and 
with a fine family, he had a normally happy 
life. But the Lord was saying something else 
to him. Now it seems as if the school years 
have hurried by, and he has a long ministry 
before him. 

Three years ago we saw a young business 
executive in the Far West, leader in the local 
church, with a fine family and able to main- 
tain both summer and winter places. Today 
he is halfway through theological seminary. 

Several years ago, the Dean of the theolog- 
ical seminary where we were serving in- 
formed us that a prospective student was in- 
terested in our field and that he would be in 
for an interview. What an impression that 
fellow made. He worked for the government, 
he was a reserve officer, he was a trustee of 
a great university. But he wanted to be a 
minister! 

Last summer, we had the pleasure of 
preaching the ordination sermon for this 
man, already at work serving a church right 
back in the nation’s capital again. He is the 
same man, with the same Lord, but with a 
new and more compelling mission. 

The current news tells of the transfer of 
one of our devoted ministers from Texas to 
Kentucky. That man trained for the law and 
would have served well in it. He wanted to be 
a minister. 


The church needs such leaders. Not every- 
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one who is successful in business would be- 
come a helpful minister. Many would. Some 
of these need only a word of encouragement, 
or need take only a few days to consider the 
matter. Perhaps one of them will be reading 
this. 


The Precentor Is Gone 


ROM time to time during the coming 

months we expect to comment on various 
and sundry aspects of our European sojourn 
at the time of the World Convention in Edin- 
burgh. We shall also carry some of the 
messages heard at the Convention, in addition 
to those of Charles K. Green and W. A. 
Welsh, which have already appeared. 

Many people have asked about the nature 
of the worship services in the Church of 
Scotland. In many ways, the service is 
comfortable for a Disciple. Our first impres- 
sion was that our orders of worship surely 
show the signs of their Presbyterian ancestry. 
Attending several times during our vacation 
travels about the country we noticed little 
difference in city and village churches. And 
everywhere the precentor is gone. The pre- 
centor is the song leader. 

We read in the August, 1960, issue of Life 
and Work, the record of the Church of Scot- 
land, an interesting comment on the subject, 
signed “J. L.” It read: 


“At a church service this summer, I 
was intrigued to see a precentor still 
leading the psalmodic praise. No hymns 
sung, no organ played, there was no 
choir. Back went my mind to those 
former days of Scottish worship, when 
the precentor was a powerful personality 
in the Kirk. .. . For long, he successfully 
resisted the intrusion of that detested 
‘kist 0’ whistles,’ the organ.” 


The old system is not entirely gone, but 
nearly so. The beautiful thing about the 
situation is that no division has come as the 
song leader has gradually disappeared in 
favor of a choir, choirmaster and organ. At 
least one church, Wishaw, has a woman pre- 
centor, and still no division! 

Wouldn’t it have been wonderful if we 
American dissenters from the “Auld Kirk” 
could have left percentors and “kists 0’ 
whistles” in the realm of opinion? Un- 
divided, we would number over three and a 
half million in North America. 
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The Contribution of the “Retired 
Minister” Is Often Decisive to the 
Welfare of Some of the Churches 


ODAY, retired ministers can 

“retire’’ to a most active and 
helpful ministry. Retirement for 
the minister, if he is a person in 
normal health, is not a meek 
rocking-chair existence. During 
the past five years, as a “retired” 
minister I have served as supply 
and ad interim pastor with 
eleven churches. The briefest 
was for three weeks and the 
longest for seven months. 

With respect to retirement a 
minister has a decided advantage 
over many other occupations. 
The type of life he has been ac- 
customed to during the past 40 
or more years is not suddenly 
snatched from him the moment 
he begins to wear the retired 
minister’s button. His problem, 
on the contrary, may be to keep 
from doing more than he form- 
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erly did as a pastor. Usually he 
learns this after a few months 
and adjusts to it. 

The minister in retirement is 
freer than he has ever been be- 
fore. His ministerial pension 
and social security checks help 
to make this possible. Time was 
when a minister had no choice 
in the matter. He had to work 
until he dropped in order to live. 

In his later life the changes 
he made were not always of his 
own choosing. The church, it 
might be in a diplomatic manner 
or again in terms not so diplo- 
matic, made it clear its members 
would rather have a younger 
pastor. When that day came it 
was a sad one for the minister 
and his wife. 

We are not assuming here that 
every minister should resign 
from his church and move on 
into retirement the day he 
reaches sixty-five. He may be a 
person of extraordinary health 
and vigor. Temperamentally he 
may be the kind who would be 
most unhappy without the con- 
stant demands of a pastorate. 
For such a person it may be best 
that he continue for a time in 
his present pastorate. But even 
for him it is a wonderful re- 
source to know that he may ex- 
change his type of ministry 
whenever he feels like it. 

Speaking about “types of min- 
istry” brings up another fact 
that needs to be recognized. The 
ministry, like other professions, 
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by Paul E. Becker 


has tended toward more and 
more specialization. The pastor 
of a church is the general prac- 
titioner in what we think of as 
the Christian ministry. But 
there are also missionaries, stu- 
dent ministers, directors of reli- 
gious education, chaplains of 
various sorts, ministers of mu- 
sic, professors in the field of re- 
ligion, writers for church peri- 
odicals, and still others, all of 
whom represent phases of the 
ministry. 

Now, in addition, we must rec- 
ognize the interim pastor as a 
legitimate category of the min- 
istry. The contribution he is 
able to make to a church after 
its former pastor leaves and un- 
til his successor arrives is most 
important, and in some cases 
even decisive in the welfare of 
the church. 

In this interim service the ‘‘re- 
tired minister” is often “just 
what the doctor ordered.” He 
still desires to serve people and 
congregations, for that has been 
his life. He also feels the con- 
tinued urge from the One who 
first called him to the gospel 
ministry. So under the guidance 
of the state or provincial secre- 
tary it is arranged that he spend 
as much time as is needed with 
a temporarily pastorless church. 

He may do this in any one of 
three ways, whichever is most 
suitable to himself and _ the 
church. His service may be on 


(Continued on page 26.) 
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Moratorium on Preaching 


A Pastor Expresses Concern 


Over the Lack of Dynamic 


Preaching in Our Time 


by Alvin E. Houser 


HE churches should agree to a moratorium 

on preaching,” is the substance of a statement 
made by a clergyman of the Episcopalian church 
25 years ago. 

There was some scattered rebuttal, but many of 
my generation hardly understood what the cleric 
was suggesting. They had been lulled into peace- 
fulness and did not know many men in the pulpits 
had given up the high calling of preaching, pro- 
claiming the good news, the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
They were rapidly becoming errand boys to carry 
packages and mouth the phrases of their respecta- 
ble members, rather than being preachers of the 
“unsearchable riches of Christ.” 

Pulpits of churches throughout the world are 
still, in many places, filled with psuedo-psycholo- 
gists and psychiatrists, self-appointed do-gooders, 
counselors who ape the monkeys by admonishing 
that ministers must not see evil, hear evil or speak 
about evil. 

A preacher’s call is to preach! 
is to preach! The charge given at his ordination 
is to preach! Why will he forsake his calling? 

Jesus commanded, “Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to the whole creation.” He 
did not simply command, “Go into the women’s 
circle and give a beautiful meditation” or “Go give 
a well-worded devotional to a select youth group.” 
Have we ignored the great commission to preach? 
Is it possible that our colleges and seminaries have 
not taught us how to preach or what the gospel 
is we are commanded to proclaim? 

Have we who were set aside to the high calling 
of preaching the good news, the gospel of salva- 
tion through faith in Jesus Christ, the forgiveness 
of sins and the condemnation of evil, fallen into 
the untenable position of crying “Peace, peace,” 
when there is no peace? 

A recent editorial by the editor of The Christian 
told of the mail he receives directing him to ignore 
the social issues: the liquor traffic, segregation, 
gambling, labor racketeers, politics, etc., and to 
confine himself to the gospel. You can no more 


His commission 
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ignore the social issues and be faithful to Christ 
than you can drink strychnine without harmful 
effects simply by removing the “crossbones on the 
label. 

Jesus Christ came from God in heaven to estab- 
lish the Kingdom of God on earth. There is no 
such thing as a gospel of Jesus Christ that is not 
a social gospel. The gospel of Jesus Christ is the 
good news of God for people as they are. For, 
if you take people out of society there is no need 
for the gospel. A person cannot commit sin in 
a vacuum any more than he can serve God in a 
vacuum. The Christian gospel was designed for 
a society, because it is the only hope of saving 
that society. 

The rector of the Episcopal order who called 
for a moratorium on preaching during the depres- 
sion stated that the people were tired of preach- 
ing. The truth of the matter was the people were 
receiving very little real, sincere, prophetic preach- 
ing even then. This nation and the world were 
in a spiritual depression. 

Dr. Hugh McClelland, at a ministers’ institute 
held on the campus of Texas Christian University 
some years ago, gave a series of sermons in which 
he exhorted the preachers to go into the pulpit 
with only the Word of God and the conviction that 
it was God’s answer for a sick world’s needs. 


He implored men not to go into the pulpit and 
half-heartedly read something which did not stir 
the emotions of either the speaker or the hearer. 
“It is much better to go into the pulpit and preach 
a fourth of a message with conviction than to 
stand emotionless and read an erudite essay,’’ he 
proclaimed. 

Have we, without signing an agreement, ac- 
cepted the moratorium on preaching during the 
past quarter of a century? Did God have to raise 
up the sects in our day, even as he raised up Alex- 
ander Campbell, John Wesley, John Calvin, Martin 
Luther and a multitude of others in their days, 
in order to have true proclaimers of the gospel 
because the established church seemed to have 
gone to seed, spiritually? 

Have we reared a generation of poetry readers, 
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givers-of-meditations, directors of worship, civic 
and service club lackies, leaders of devotions, good, 
sweet men to lull the people into belief that they 
and the society in which they live are acceptable 
to God? 

If we have, then let us ask God to have mercy 
on our souls before it is too late. 

Once again the finest young men of the world, 
who have a passion for Christ’s Kingdom, who 
possess good minds and are not ashamed of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, need to be called to the 
ministry, to preach. Our seminaries must prepare 
them to minister, to preach. Our churches must 
be challenged to support their ministry. The mes- 
sage for God’s gospel of salvation is urgent, we 
dare not put it off until some better time. We 
must let the civilized world know that it is either 
with Christ or against him. 

Am I so bold as to say that the individual who 
is not supporting Christ and his church with his 
time, talents, money and prayers and all that 
he has and is, is supporting the cause of atheism, 
communism and the kingdom of the Devil? Am 
I so bold as to say that people cannot be neutral 
in this world? 

I would remind every preacher of the words of 
Paul when he wrote to the young preacher Tim- 
othy: “I charge you in the presence of God and 
of Christ Jesus . . . preach the word, be urgent 
in season and out of season, convince, rebuke, and 
exhort, be unfailing in patience and in teaching. 
.. . For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears 
they will accumulate for themselves teachers to 
suit their own likings. ... As for you... do the 
work of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry.” 


THANKFULNESS 


Each day I thank my gracious Lord. At dawn 
I see the birds, the trees, the opal skies, 
And glistening dews of promise; my prayers 
rise 

In thankfulness; and when the day is gone, 
And gleaming facets of the worlds above 
Proclaim in unison His wondrous care; 

His attention to His children’s every prayer, 
My heart is grateful for our Father’s love. 


There is no place on earth where I may go, 

Where blessings do not follow me. Each 
hour 

I feel His holy presence—this I know, 

He ever grants His strength-renewing power, 

Acknowledging my joyous, praiseful song 

Which wells within my heart the whole day 
long. 


From “Out of the Dark.” 
Young. Exposition Press. 64 
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The Seeds of Dissension 
Cause Spiritual Tragedy 
But the Church Must Live. 


by Esther M. Radabah 


UR church has been holding a campaign to 

raise funds for a debt retirement and build- 
ing program. The minister has been giving ser- 
mons each Sunday on the “going forward” of the 
church. He mentioned an old country church 
nearby that now had no problems because it was 
a “dead” church. 

I remember that church as I went to Sunday 
school there when I was a child. Some of the 
lessons I learned there, along with many Bible 
passages, have stayed with me through the years. 
I have never forgotten how my Sunday school 
teacher taught us to pray. 

One Children’s Day we had a program. My sis- 
ter played the organ and I sang “Little Feet Be 
Careful.” After the program we had a basket 
dinner with home-made ice cream and watermelon. 
There were 30 or 40 families there, both fathers 
and mothers. 

I remember the bad part too. We had two min- 
isters and dissension and trouble came. I went 
to a congregational meeting with my parents and 
I could read meaning in expressions if not in 
words. As one minister spoke his face became 
red with anger and he pounded the pulpit. The 
other minister refused to preach. 

They held Sunday school for a while but as 
far as I know they never held church services there 
again. The once white building is now weather- 
beaten gray, the windows are broken and the floor 
is falling in. 

We do not want that to happen to us. I pray 
that each of us will be able to do our part in this 
building campaign. 


However, it is not a building that makes a 
church. It is people working together in Chris- 
tian love and fellowship, striving for an ideal, 
building for the future, because Jesus said: “For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them.” 





Mrs. Radabah is a member of the Christian 
Church in Columbia Falls, Montana. 
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by G. Harold Roberts 


Minister, First Christian Church 
Atchison, Kansas 


HILLIPS BROOKS, whose 

consummate genius as a 
preacher is ever recognized, said 
something once to the effect that 
“the preparation of the man is 
the making of the _ preacher.” 
And his definition of preaching 
as the communication of truth 
through personality is, perhaps, 
the most famous definition of 
preaching. 

All of which is by way of ex- 
hortation to a minister to remem- 
ber who he is, and what he is, 
and for whom he speaks; and, so 
remembering, to keep his life 
dedicated and to avoid contra- 
dictions of his profession by his 
deeds. 

The minister is a man of God. 
Then let him act like a man of 
God. He must live as one under 
judgment. He must stay close to 
God. He must be a man of 
prayer. His vision will fail, and 
his ethical sensitivity will be 
blunted, if he does not keep vital 
a fellowship to which God gives 
him invitation. He must con- 
stantly renew his vows upon his 
knees. 

He must ask God to keep him 
pure and strong and earnest. His 
will is to do the will of Him by 
whom he is sent. He finds his 
true insight, and the fortification 
of his resolutions, in the experi- 
ence of fellowship with God. He 
will not wrong himself nor his 
fellows if his is a true obedience 
to God. He is not likely to mis- 
construe or mismanage ethical 
responsibilities if he remains close 
to God. 

A minister has direct and 
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powerful responsibilities toward 
himself. These obligations are 
often the most difficult because 
the highly subjective is often the 
most poorly defined. The min- 
ister is called upon to keep him- 
self humble. There is a kind of 
praise, often proferred, that he 
will value for its sincerity but 
will not permit to turn his head. 
Much of the praise we receive is 
superficially given, anyway, and 
is not meant to be taken too 
seriously. 

A sense of humor would save 
many a minister from the dis- 
asters of stuffiness and easily 
wounded sensibilities. It would 
save him from fretfulness and 
fault-finding and scolding. 

Charles E. Jefferson once asked 
with terrible candor—“How can 
a preacher.preach who snivels?” 
Let the minister keep the disci- 
plines of the high calling. Let 
him sternly maintain integrity. 
Let him look to the health of his 
body, mind, and spirit. Let him 
banish false pride. Let him con- 
quer vanity and the temptation 
to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think. 

Wherein he errs, let him con- 
fess his error. If he needs to 
make apology, let him be man 
enough to make it. Let him 
realize that his chief mission is 
to serve rather than to be 
served; to minister, rather than 
to be ministered unto. Let him 
live and labor as to be worthy 
of respect, instead of saying to 
the world—‘“My calling demands 
that you respect me and give me 
preferential treatment.” “To be 





The Minister’s Ethics 


your own best self for your peo- 
ple’s sake—that is the true law 
of the minister’s devotion,” says 
Phillips Brooks. 


The minister has ethical re- 
sponsibility toward the members 
of his own family. At this point, 
he is worthy of sympathy be- 
cause if he neglects his family 
he does it unwittingly, more often 
than not, because of his passion 
and his duty to serve others. He 
pushes himself at his job. He 
spends himself freely for others. 


He puts himself in the back- 
ground when the needs and rights 
of others are involved. This, a 
true minister ought to do. But he 
must learn, too, a sense of bal- 
ance and proportion. He must 
learn to discern that point at 
which the claim of others upon 
him becomes tyrannous. He 
must learn how to subordinate 
himself, and spend himself, and 
yet not to the neglect of his 
family. His wife and children 
need his counsel and his sym- 
pathy. They have a right to a 
share of his enthusiasm, his 
idealism, his understanding, his 
tenderness. The discriminate 
minister will learn when to shut 
the world out and shut love in. 
The minister’s wife and children 
soon learn to share him but there 
is a point beyond which their 
sacrificial role need not go. 


The wise minister will see to 
it that his children remember him 
at his best. They will know that 
he is often weary of body, and 
heavy-hearted, and they will re- 


(Continued on page 25.) 
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NEWS 


Reports Distortions 
On Africa Missions 


ANTSIRABE, MADAGASCAR—Western 
mass media were charged here by 
the chairman of the International 
Missionary Council with distorting 
representations of the role of Chris- 
tian church work in Africa. 

Dr. Christian G. Baeta, professor 
of theology at the University Col- 
lege, Legon, Ghana, called on Chris- 
tian bodies to take note of “the 
considerable and apparently deliber- 
ate distortion of the motivation, the 
historical expressions and the effects 
of Christian work in Africa that is 
going forward at the present time.” 

The IMC leader addressed the 
Second All-Africa Lutheran Confer- 
ence sponsored by the Lutheran 
World Federation’s Department of 
World Mission. 

He said that a film of Africa 
made by journalists who had toured 
the continent, which he viewed re- 
cently in New York, portrayed the 
role of Christianity as “so utterly 
irrelevant as to be ridiculous... in 
the context of stirring developments 
in politics and other secular fields.” 

Dr. Baeta asserted that “there 
have been quite a few books writ- 
ten recently in various western 
countries, purporting to give ac- 
counts and interpretations of what 
is happening in Africa today, which 
presumably do not recognize any 
‘missionary factor’ at all, or seem 
to regard it as quite negligible.” 


The Ghana leader declared the 
great benefits that have flowed from 
the “love, courage and self-sacrifice” 
of pioneer missionaries were “in 
many cases the chief reason why 
(Africans) are what they are to- 
day, able to cope with modern de- 
mands instead of being helplessly 
overwhelmed by them.” 


Aid Donna's Victims 


New YorRK—Through Church 
World Service, Protestant and 
Orthodox churches in the U. S. 
rushed $9,300 in cash and relief 
supplies to Hurricane Donna victims 
in Puerto Rico and the Bahamas. 
The two areas received the storm’s 
initial impact. 

CWS is the overseas relief agency 
of the National Council of Churches. 
Disciples support CWS through the 
Week of Compassion. 
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Placed in the 
“Congressional Record” 


Documents Assert 
Parochial School Aid 


ls Unconstitutional 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Four docu- 
ments supporting the view that 
federal aid to parochial schools is 
unconstitutional have been placed 
in the Congressional Record by Sen. 
Alexander Wiley (R.-Wis.). 


The four items included by Sen. 
Wiley in his floor remarks—aimed 
at clarifying the traditional Church- 
State relationship in this country— 
were a statement by Sen. John F. 
Kennedy (D.-Mass.); a study by the 
Legislative Reference Service of the 
Library of Congress; an article by 
Ralph McGill, editor of the Atlanta 
(Ga.) Constitution; and an article 
from the Milwaukee Journal. 


Sen. Kennedy’s statement had 
been made in an address before the 
American Society of Newspaper 
Editors. Referring to federal as- 
sistance to parochial schools, the 
Democratic Presidential candidate, 
a Roman Catholic, said: “I am op- 
posed to it. I believe it is clearly 
unconstitutional. I voted against 
it on the Senate floor this year.” 

The study by the Legislative Ref- 
erence Service reviewed the histor- 
ical record and Supreme Court deci- 
sions on the question. It concluded 
that these “provide more than 
adequate support for the thesis that 
Amendment I renders unconstitu- 
tional federal aid to sectarian edu- 
cational institutions.” 

Mr. McGill’s article stated that 
“the honest parents who send a 
child to private school must admit 
that they do so because they want 
something extra. 

“There is no reason then why the 
parent who makes such a choice 
should not pay the bill,” it said. 
“He should not call on the federal 
government to assist him to buy 
something extra for his children.” 


Presbyterian Missionaries Are 
Returning to Congo Missions 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—Eleven more 
missionaries of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. (Southern) have 
been authorized to return to the 
Congo and join 21 others already 
back in that trouble-ridden land. 


The Church at Large 


Information Compiled 
By 14 Communions 


Voting Records Told 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—A compilation 
of the votes of members of Congress 
on key issues which arose during 
the 86th Congress (1959-60) has 
been issued here by 14 cooperating 
Protestant denominational agencies. 

Entitled “The Christian Citizen 
Looks at the 86th Congress,” it is 
designed to give voters an impartial 
analysis of how their Represent- 
atives and Senators voted on major 
measures the past two years and 
follows the form of similar voting 
analyses published and widely dis- 
tributed in the 1956 and 1958 elec- 
tions. 

Among the 11 key issues selected 
in the House were extension of the 
military draft, which passed 381-20; 
increased grants for control of water 
pollution; final passage of the civil 
rights bill; passage of the stringent 
version of the labor reform bill; 
loans to underdeveloped countries; 
federal aid to depressed areas; 
federal aid to education; and the 
final vote on the emergency hous- 
ing bill. 

Both aid to education and the 
housing bills were killed_in confer- 
ence committee, although passed by 
the House. 

Among the Protestant agencies co- 
operating in publishing the voting 
record were the American Baptist 
Convention’s Council on Christian 
Social Progress; and the depart- 
ment of Christian social action of 
the United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety (Christian Churches). 


Trailing Nationalism, Islam, 
Communism and Secularism 


Asserts Christianity 
Is Behind in Africa 


EDMONTON, ALTA.—Christianity is 
running last among five powerful 
forces racing to influence or control 
Africa, the retiring moderator of 
the United Church of Canada told 
commnissioners (delegates) to its 19th 
biennial General Council here. 

Dr. Angus J. MacQueen of London, 
Ont., named the other four forces 
as nationalism, Communism, secular- 
ism, and Islam. 

Christianity, he warned, “will 
fall farther and farther behind un- 


less we, who represent Christ, 
change our ways regarding the 
African.” 
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Impression of the Merging Assembly of the 
United Campus Christian Church Fellowship 


Minister, 


First Christian Church 


Winder, Georgia 


Thomas Campbell would have re- 
joiced to see this day. At least such 
an idea persisted in running 
through my mind as I participated 
in the United Campus Christian Fel- 
lowship Uniting Assembly which was 
held at Stephens College, Columbia, 
Missouri, Aug. 25—Sept. 1, 1960. 

Altogether there were over 700 
individuals from colleges and uni- 
versities throughout the United 
States and other nations present to 
witness the organic union of four 
Protestant campus groups. 


These were the Disciples Student 
Fellowship (International Conven- 
tion of Christian Churches), the 
Student Fellowship Council (Evan- 
gelical United Brethren Church), the 
United Student Fellowship (United 
Church of Christ—Congregational 
Christian Churches and the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church), and 
the Westminster Student Fellowship 
(United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.). 


There are probably those who 
will assert that this union is only 
to be manifested within college 
fellowships and that it will have little 
significance beyond that. I can even 
hear someone saying, “Oh! Don’t 
be alarmed. These are just groups 
of fanatic college kids sounding off. 


You know, like they’re doing all 
over the world.” 
While it is true that the im- 


mediate effect will be concentrated 
upon our campus groups, I cannot 
refrain from believing that the 
over-all effect will be much greater. 


After all, Thomas Campbell began 
his union movement with only a 
handful of disgruntled Presbyte- 
rians under the banner of the “Chris- 
tian Association of Washington, 
Pennslyvania.” This is why I sensed 
that Campbell would have greatly 
desired to have been present dur- 
ing the Uniting Assembly. Even 
after he was forced to leave the 
Presbyterian Church, he made over- 
tures to return to that group but 
was unsuccessful. 


The more I study the life of 
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Thomas Campbell, the more I am 
convinced that he was never com- 
pletely satisfied with his separation 
from the church of his first love. 
At least we have his own confession 
that he remained a Calvinist in be- 
lief. Thus, it comes about that 152 
years following the break between 
the Disciples and the Presbyterians 
there is union among their college 
fellowships. Not only that, but two 
other outstanding groups have also 
been drawn into the consummation. 


I would also point out that this 
was not something that happened 
by chance, but rather has been sev- 
eral years in preparation. The com- 
munions from which these fellow- 
ships come have all given their 
blessings upon this union. We Dis- 
ciples have had effective leadership 
exerted by such men as _ Robert 
Huber, William Baird, Ian McCrae 
and many others leading up to and 
including the actual merger. 


Thomas Campbell was interested 
in young people. Throughout his 
life he was an educator as well as a 
minister. He was always sensitive 
to the aspirations of his students. 
We can certainly see this reflected in 
the life of his own son Alexander. 
Today, we need to recapture this 
sensitiveness in our own lives. Our 
college youth now stand on the 
threshold of a great frontier. This 
is the frontier of unity among the 
children of God. The young men 
and women who now comprise the 
United Campus Christian Fellowship 
need our encouragement and con- 
cern. In fact, they are providing 
the basic leadership on the road 
that leads to organic unity among 
the Churches of Christ. We would 
do well to emulate their accomplish- 
ments within the total framework 
of the church. 

Yes, the spirit of Thomas Campbell 
still permeates all Christian unity 
efforts and echoes again and again 
the refrain “The Church of Christ 
upon earth is essentially, intention- 
ally, and constitutionally one.” 









Peale Drops Activity 
With Freedom Group 
—Protesting Publicity 


NEw YorK—Dr. Norman Vin- 
cent Peale severed his connec- 


‘tions with the National Confer- 


ence of Citizens for Religious 
Freedom, an organization set up 
recently in Washington, D. C., to 
“articulate Protestant concerns” 
with the Presidential election. 


Because of what he called “un- 
warranted implications’ drawn from 
his association with the group, Dr. 
Peale said, he wanted to take no 
part in its activities. 

At the same time, he emphasized 
that “I have never relinquished my 
convictions on the question of har- 
monious relationships among the 
faith for an instant, and I do not 
intend to begin doing’ so now.” 


No Repudiation 


Meanwhile Dr. Daniel A. Poling, 
editor of the Christian Herald who 
is also one of the signers of the 
statement coming from the “Reli- 
gious Freedom” body, has declared 
that Dr. Peale has not repudiated the 
group’s statement questioning the 
candidacy of a Roman Catholic for 
President of the United States. 

According to Dr. Poling, Dr. Peale 
had expressed his complete approval 
of the text of the statement. Poling 
said: “Neither Dr. Peale nor I re- 
pudiate the Washington Resolution.” 


Misrepresentation 


But Poling added: “I do repudiate 
the manner in which these resolu- 
tions have been attributed to Dr. 
Peale. I do repudiate their political 
use to misrepresent him.” 

Dr. Donald H. Gill, an executive 
director of Citizens for Religious 
Freedom, revealed that the only role 
that the New York clergyman, a 
prominent author and lecturer, had 
played was to take the chair at the 
opening of the conference on Sept. 
te 

Following the Washington Con- 
ference, a statement was_ issued 
questioning whether the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy would exert undo 
pressure on a Catholic President. 
Subsequently Senator John F. Ken- 
nedy answered this and other ques- 
tions on the religious issue and won 
the praise of Citizens for Religious 
Freedom. 

Dr. Peale disclosed that he had 
offered to resign his pastorate of 
the Marble Collegiate Church (Re- 
formed) here as a result of contro- 
versy surrounding the statement by 
the CRF body. 
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by the Associate Editor 
RIAL 


s A “Decade of Decision” tip for 

alert churches is that they make 
use of church attendance materials 
available through Religion in Amer- 
ican Life. 

Throughout the nation RIAL 
posters will be seen this fall during 
the twelfth annual campaign to in- 
crease attendance at churches. 

The program, sponsored by a com- 
mittee of seventy laymen and lay- 
women, is promoted by twenty- 
seven religious supporting groups, 
including the Christian Churches. 

Local churches can tie into a vast 
promotional campaign wherein space 
and time worth more than $8,000,000 
is being contributed by American 
business and advertising in a major 
media of communications. 

For example, RIAL’S poster will 
appear on over 6,000 billboards, on 
7,500 three-sheet boards on the sides 
of buildings and transportation ter- 
minals, and 85,000 will be put up 
in streetcars, busses, subway and 
commuter trains. 


Both community and congrega- 
tional campaign materials are avail- 
able and sample packets may be 
secured by writing to Religion in 
American Life, 184 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10, New York, at a cost 
of only 25 cents. 


INTRODUCING . . 


A woman who holds a significant 
office among the Christian Churches 
is Mrs. Paul S. Stauffer of Louis- 





“It’s helped me 
everybody stays out of my way.” 


tremendously— 
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ville, Kentucky, wife of the pastor 
of First Church there. 

Mrs. Stauffer is president of the 
International Council of Ministers’ 
Wives among the Christian Church- 
es. She was elected at a meeting 
of that organization which was held 
in connection with the International 
Convention assembly in Denver last 
year. 


Discipleship . . . 


) Twenty-five years ago on a 

summer afternoon, John Jacob 
Niles heard a band of traveling 
evangelists in Murphy, North Caro- 
lina. Annie Morgan, a member of 
the group, sang one of the most 
strikingly beautiful folk melodies 
that Niles had ever heard. He re- 
quested that she repeat the words. 
Millions now hear them each Christ- 
mas: 


I wonder as I wander, out under 
the sky, 

How Jesus the Saviour did come 
for to die 

For poor on’ry people like you and 
like I, 

I wonder as I wander, out under 
the sky. 


Despite his efforts to locate Annie, 
Niles was never again to find her. 

Aren’t there many like Annie? 
They live quietly. They may be 
unkown to most people. But yet 
somehow they offer God and others 
influences that live on after they 
have gone.—David A. MacLennan in 
BE A WONDER TO YOURSELF, Fleming 
H. Revell Company. Used by per- 
mission. 


PROPHETIC .. . 


Following his tour of Africa 
earlier this year, Lisle Ramsey, 
president of Religious Heritage of 
America, Inc. urged renewed efforts 
by the United States Government 
and American religious forces to 
assist underdeveloped nations of 
Africa. 

Ramsey, who _ visited Albert 
Schweitzer in Lambarene during an 
eight-week tour of 13 African 
countries, said in February that un- 
less more assistance is given, the 
possibility must be faced of “an- 
other loss in the international chess 
game with totalitarianism.” 

The Baptist leader and president 
of his own advertising firm said, 
“The greatest challenge facing 
Democracy today is the development 
and building of Africa.” 


Che Laymen 
Series 





THE LAYMAN EXAMINES HIS FAITH by 
Gustave A. Ferre. This revealing analysis 
is for those who seek full understanding 
of the faith they live by. A complete 
explanation of what it means for Christ 
to be Son of God, Son of man, and Savior, 
is given in this discussion of God's plan 
of creation. 10L421, $1.95 


THE LAYMAN LEARNS TO PRAY by 
Lloyd V. Channels. A basic definition of 
prayer -as a two-way communication is 
studied and through this study the author 
shows how necessary prayer is to man. In 
a clear style, an explanation of God's 
method of revealing himself through the 
gospel is shown. 10L316, $1.95 


THE LAYMAN BUILDS A_ CHRISTIAN 
HOME by Vera Channels. Mature Chris- 
tianity and its practical application to love, 
marriage, and family life is the basis for 
this volume. The author describes the 
mature attitudes of individuals who make a 
happy spiritual union and make child 
raising a creative experience. 101377, 
$1.95 


THE LAYMAN READS HIS BIBLE by M. 
Jack Suggs. Here is a concise, easy-to- 
follow guide for thoughtful study of the 
Bible. Dr. Suggs relates its historical back- 
ground and message while providing con- 
venient methods of reading for personal 
enrichment. 10L301, $1.95 
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Art by FitzSimmons 


“Will someone make a motion 
that we have the tea?” Mrs. 
Lunney requested briskly. But 
when the motion was made, the 
usual buzz of twosome discussions 
rose. Mrs. Lunney sighed. Why 
was it so much easier to turn 
and talk to one’s neighbor about 
a question than to stand and ad- 
dress the meeting? 

When she deemed the confer- 
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by Bessie M. Barker 


ences had functioned long enough 
she called on specific persons for 
expression of opinion. 

“Mrs. Bascom, how do you feel 
regarding the question?” 

“T certainly think it is some- 
thing we should do—such a 
worthy cause—but .. . I really 
don’t feel I should vote for it, 
since I could do so little to help. 
The golf club tournament is com- 





ing up soon and.. 
know how it is...” 

Mrs. Lunney asked the same 
question of Mrs. Keller. 

“T find myself in somewhat the 
same position. I’m in a bridge 
group, and ... of course I don’t 
think that should crowd out such 
vital things as this cause, but 
still . . . if a person accepts a 
certain responsibility . . .” her 
voice trailed away. 

“Mrs. Bellington?” 

A tall, stout woman rose. 
“What I’d like to know is—what 
are other clubs doing? I know 
that there are those composed of 
people more wealthy than we are, 
who should be putting forth much 
more effort than they are doing.” 

“Mrs. Milton?” 

“TI... well, I’m sure I’d be quite 
willing to help, but . . . I don’t 
want to vote for something that 
the others don’t want .. .” 

“Then it seems the only way to 
decide is to put it to a vote. 
Are you ready for the question?” 

“Ques .. .” came from Mrs. 
Bellington’s lips, but a soft voice 
spoke from the back of the room: 

“Please, Madam President, may 
I say a few words?” 

“Why, certainly.” 

The speaker was Mrs. Driscoll, 
the newest member of the On and 
Up Club. She had recently moved 
to the city from a farm, and had 
not so far spoken at a meeting, 
except to volunteer to wash 
dishes. Now she stood nervously, 
holding the back of the chair in 
front of her. 

“T’d like you to go with me in 
imagination back about twenty- 
five years...” 

The bride on the prairie farm 
looked anxiously at the rain 
beating on the windows. It was 
chilly for July. The wood piled 
outside the kitchen door was 
quite damp. Could it be relied 
upon to provide the right fire for 
the baking? On this, her first 
entertaining of the Community 
Betterment Society, she did so 
want her buns to be just right! 

The front room was ready now, 
and the cake—thank fortune, it 
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had turned out beautifully—was 
cooling on the table... . but bread 
was such temperamental stuff! 
She plunged her hands again into 
the white mass before her, knead- 
ing and pressing and turning. 

At last it was a nice firm ball, 
and she covered and wrapped it 
carefully to rise while she did the 
upstairs work. 

She paused once to look out 
the window. It was going to 
clear! There was a delicate blue 
line of open sky low on the 
horizon. That was one nice thing 
about living on the prairie. You 
could see storms or sunshine 
coming a long way off. 

She sang softly as she finished 
her task. Downstairs again, she 
uncovered the bread pan. The 
dough was not rising! It lay an 
inert mass, just as she had left 
it. 

Panic-stricken, she worked it 
again. But the day was too 
chill, or the yeast had lost its 
potency, and by noon she had to 
relinquish hope. She’d just make 
baking-powder biscuits. With 
pin-cherry jelly, perhaps’ the 
ladies would accept them as a 
pleasing innovation. 

But something must be done 
with this mess, and quickly, for 
her husband would be home for 
dinner. She seized the pan and 
set off for the door. 

True to promise, the clouds 
cleared and the bride welcomed 
her guests in sunshine. She was 
quiet serene now. Her biscuits 
were a complete success, and lay 
ready for adornment and serving. 

But the pleasure she felt in 
greeting her neighbors was 
dampened by the atmosphere 
which had crept subtly into the 
Society. Discouragement was 
obvious today. Proposals for 
various community activities were 
put forth, but met only half- 
hearted support. The president, 
Mrs. Langford, attempted to in- 
ject some enthusiasm into the 
business, but to no avail. 


Finally, Mrs. Leonard rose and 
began to speak: 

“We might as well face the 
truth, that this organization is 
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dying on its feet. It’s easy 
enough for the groups in the 
cities and towns to keep up in- 
terest, but there doesn’t seem to 
be anything for us here. We're 
like gophers—we come out and 
sit and talk about making things 
in the community better, and 
then we go home and crawl into 


our holes again. Of course, 
when times are better, we can 
reorganize, but just now ... it 


seems to me we might as well 
disband. We go on year after 
year and don’t count for any- 
thing.” 

The president’s lips trembled a 
little. 

“Would you care to make a 
motion, Mrs. Leonard?” 

“War... ft am... 
though I was only expressing an 
opinion.” 

“Is there a seconder for it 

.?” Mrs. Langford stopped 

suddenly as Mrs. Tait half-rose 
from her chair and peered out 
the window. 


“Look—of all extraordinary 
things! Did you ever see puff- 
balls grow at such a rate—they 
weren’t there when we came in.” 

With unparliamentary haste 
the members crowded to the win- 
dow. A strange sight greeted 
their eyes. From gopher holes 
scattered around the yard and 
garden white globes had risen. 
Close to the window a gopher 
scratched and stamped and 
squeaked in fury at the entrance 
to his burrow, paws and fur 


smeared and clotted with sticky’ 


whiteness which he tried in vain 
to dislodge from his head and 
body. 

“Well . . . what in the world?” 
Mrs. Tait breathed. 

At a choked sound the ladies 
turned to see their hostess, with 
crimson cheeks, sobbing into her 
handkerchief. 

“It isn’t puff-balls at all—it’s 
my bread! I was going to give 
you ... fresh buns and... the 
dough wouldn’t rise and ...I 
wanted to hide it so nobody 
would know... . and I cut it into 
pieces and shoved a chunk down 
every gopher hole I could find 


. .. I guess the sunshine was hot 
enough to .. . to make it rise! 
I did want you to think I’m a 
good housekeeper . . . oh, dear,” 
she crumpled down beside the 
table and buried her face. 

Mrs. Langford put her arms 
around her comfortingly. ‘Now, 
dear, don’t fret.” 

“But ... what will you think of 
me? I can’t even make decent 


bread ... and I have to give you 
biscuits . . . and now to have this 
happen.” 


“My husband never did know 
why one of his horses had colic 
the week after we were married,” 
Mrs. Tait spoke with a twinkle 
in her eyes. “It’s nothing to be 
ashamed of—we all have to 
learn.” 

“Now, where were we?” the 
president asked when order was 
restored. Mrs. Leonard stood up. 

“T’d just told you I was willing 
to make a motion,” her words 
came slowly. “Right now... 
I'd like to withdraw it. It’s come 
to me that maybe there’s a lesson 
for us in that bread popping up 
all over the prairie. Our hostess 
thought the stuff was dead, but 
the good Lord sent his sunshine 
to warm it and bring it out.” 
She paused a moment. ‘Maybe 
there’s a lot of bread for the 
world tucked away in our homes, 
that I was just comparing to 
gopher holes—material that 
needs a little warmth from the 
Lord to bring it into something 
worth while. I don’t want to 
make that motion to disband 
now. There is something we can 
do, if we just let the Lord’s 
warmth rest on it and go ahead 

There was silence among the 
members of the On and Up Club 
as Mrs. Driseoll ceased. 

“Are you ready for the ques- 
tion now?” came the president’s 
voice. 

“Question!” Again it was Mrs. 
Bellington’s voice, prompt and 
sure. 

“All in favor of holding the 
tea, please signify.” 

“Carried unanimously.” 
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Scripture: Psalm 121 

HE Psalm which we are to 

study today is a simple, de- 
vout outpouring of the feeling 
of absolute confidence in God. In 
one way or another, this expres- 
sion would characterize all of 
the Psalms, but the setting of 
this one makes the interpreta- 
tion quite evident. 

Most of the Psalms had a par- 
ticular reason for their being 
written, although they all have 
general application, as well. It 
has been said that Psalm 121 
was used by pilgrims on their 
way to the Passover at Jerusa- 
lem. One writer calls it “a song 
of pilgrims’ confidence.” I think 
this Psalm, plus a few others; 
may have been found in a small 
hymnbook, used by pilgrims. 

Therefore, as we read it today, 
let us think of a group of pil- 
grims, perhaps four or five fami- 
lies or more, on a journey of a 
week or more to Jerusalem. 
Many thousands of people made 
this journey every year. We 
know from the New Testament 
that Joseph and Mary made it 
on other years besides the one 
when Jesus talked with the 
learned men in the temple. 

It is not difficult to see why 
this Psalm might have been a 
popular song with the people. It 
is so simple. The words are 
short and the meaning can hard- 
ly be mistaken. If you just 
glance down the page, from top 
to bottom, looking for words, 
you will see such things as, “help 


... keeps... shade... keep 
. . . keep.” The theme of the 
Psalm is “keep.” 


It is a wonderful thing to have 
such confidence in one’s God. I 
do not imagine that this Psalm 
was simply the philosophy of 
some idle dreamer. Like much 
of the revelation of the will of 
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God to us as written in the Bible, 
this probably came out of expe- 
rience. There were dangers 
around, while the pilgrims slept. 
But, “he who keeps Israel will 
neither slumber nor sleep.” 
(Verse 4.) It was hot on the 
paths of Palestine in midday, 
and there was a mystery about 
the moon that people did not un- 
derstand. But, “the Lord is your 
shade.” (Verse 5.) 


We often refer to the very first 
sentence of this Psalm: “TI lift 
up my eyes to the hills,” and 
think of it as if the psalmist 
were finding God in nature. 

However, if this is a pilgrims’ 
Psalm, to be sung on the road, 
then the meaning is somewhat 
different. The next two _ sen- 
tences make it clear that the 
writer was thinking of “help” 
when he looked at the hills. 
Therefore, he must have been 
thinking of some dangers that 
lurked in the hills, and he put 
his confidence in God as he faced 
them. 

The last two verses of the 
Psalm are sOmewhat more gen- 
eral. If the Lord is going to be 
with his people and protect them 





Our Trust Is in God 


“Where the Scriptures Speak ...” by the Editor 
P P 


as they travel along their way, 
then he is a God who will be 
with them at all times. This is 
the intent of the last paragraph. 
“The LorD will keep you from 
all evil.” (Verse 7.) And this 
is not simply a temporary hope 
that he will keep us from all 
evil “today.” This protecting 
care of the Lord is to continue 
“from this time forth and for- 
evermore.” (Verse 8.) 


This is another of the count- 
less occasions when we see the 
eternal concepts of the Bible, 
taught in a temporal situation. 
It is from passages like this that 
we understand how God is 
changeless and how his princi- 
ples and his concern are the 
same from generation to genera- 
tion. 


We need to remind ourselves 
of one very important principle 
about the care and help which 
God gives to us. This is brought 
out in Psalm 91, which is sug- 
gested as a part of the back- 
ground scripture for today’s les- 
son. Then also we must refer 
to Jesus and his temptation in 
the wilderness. (Matthew 4.) 


This other Psalm also con- 
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cerns the care of God for his 
people. It is written that “he 
will give his angels charge of 
you, to guard you in all your 
ways. On their hands they will 
bear you up, lest you dash your 
foot against a_ stone.” (91: 
11-12.) The temptation experi- 
ence has the devil quoting this 
scripture, urging Jesus to throw 
himself down from the pinnacle 
of the temple in order to show 
whether God really took care of 
him or not. 

The reply of Jesus is the eter- 
nal answer to such foolish chal- 
lenging of the power of God. Je- 





YOUNG man said, “I be- 

lieve in God, but I guess I 
don’t trust Him.” His spiritual 
predicament was a common one. 
He held certain mental ideas of 
God, but he had never developed 
his faith in Him. 

Faith is never truly faith until 
the word “trust” can be substi- 
tuted for it. In his book The 
Meaning of Faith, Harry Emer- 
son Fosdick suggests that we 
“believe” in things, but we 
“trust” im persons. Faith in 
God is “trust” not “belief.” 

Few Psalms have been more 
popular with the older genera- 
tion than Psalm 91. As a Psalm 
of trust, it has expressed the un- 
shakable faith of many who 
have grown older in years. This 
is quite interesting since the 
Psalm reflects the attitude of a 
young author who is filled with 
confidence and expectancy. 





Mr. Bell is pastor of Vine 
Street Christian Church, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 
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sus said, “Again it is written, 
‘You shall not tempt the Lord 
your God.’”’ (Matthew 4:7.) The 
trust which the Hebrew people 
had in God was not one which 
would permit them to think of 
tricks whereby they could test 
his power. Jesus had learned 
the lesson of the fathers well. 
It remains for us to decide 
whether our trust in God is as 
simple and as sensible as that 
of those who have gone before. 
There is nothing magical in the 
power of God. He does not take 
hold of the steering wheel of a 
twentieth century car and guide 


Meaning for Today 


by Wayne H. Bell 


Today some younger people 
enjoy the poetic nature of this 
Psalm, but cannot quite accept 
it. With war, revolution, cor- 
ruption and character degenera- 
tion all about them, they do not 
find the Psalm very realistic. 
They feel that if God were trust- 
worthy, these things would not 
exist. 

It is erroneous to think that 
religion will keep adversity, trib- 
ulation or trouble from entering 
our lives. We ought to take a 
strong stand against such inter- 
pretations of the Christian faith. 
Such an attitude can lead only to 
despair. 

Faith does not bring immunity 
to trouble, but triumph over it. 
A Christian is forever challenged 
to evaluate his expectations and 
his goals in the light of God‘s 
nature and purpose. If he fails 
to do this, he may be disillu- 
sioned by life’s harsh realities. 

One woman was disillusioned 
because God did not keep her 


it -around some people while 
heading it straight into others 
to take their lives. For a Chris- 
tian to interpret the power of 
God in this way would be worse 
than meaningless. 


We might paraphrase the idea 
in the Psalms by saying that 
they trusted in God to care for 
them, no matter what came to 
pass. If evil befell them it could 
not kill their spirits. God “kept” 
his people. We will discover that 
trust in God regarding eternal 
things will give an understand- 
ing to life that goes beyond the 
here and now. 


husband from drinking. Because 
of the death of his young daugh- 
ter, a man felt God was untrust- 
worthy. A teen-ager was skepti- 
cal of God because of the trage- 
dy which war had brought to 
the family circle. In some sec- 
tions of our world, many of the 
younger generation are cynical 
and despairing because of the 
tragedies of the mid-twentieth 
century. 

If they expected faith in God 
to secure them against such 
eventualities, it is mo wonder 
that they are short on faith. 

A more intimate acquaintance 
with the central realities of Bib- 
lical faith would enable many of 
us to clarify our understanding 
of God. He is the source of our 
strength and courage. He gives 
us purpose and dignity. He re- 
stores our self-respect. In Him 
we find our security. No matter 
what might befall us in this 
physical world, our life cannot 
be destroyed, nor our souls con- 
quered. 

Just as the Psalmist’s great 
testimony of trust grew out of 
his experiences of fear and in- 
security, so will our modern wit- 
ness of faith come in the face 
of forces which threaten our ex- 
istence. Trust in God is not a 
by-product of ease and luxury. 
It is the positive response of 
man called forth by situations 
which threaten his soul. 
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FRANK WESLEY was the artist for this illustra- 
tion of the Lit-Lit theme “Into All the World 
Together.” 


NEw YorRK—This fall many Christians will be 
ordering Christmas cards which will give as- 
sistance to the literacy program of the Committee 
on World Literacy and Christian Literature, a 
department of the division of foreign missions of 
the National Council of Churches. 


The Committee is offering a selection of two 
cards by Christmas artists from Korea and India. 
Proceeds from the sales go directly into teaching 
adults to read and providing Christian literature 
in more than fifty countries and 250 languages. 


In 1960, the World Christian Art Christmas 
cards are by the well-known Indian artist Frank 
Wesley and Heung Chong Kim, an art teacher 
in the Christian girls’ school in Korea. 

The Lit-Lit program is a cooperative agency 
through which major Protestant communions and 
societies carry on world-wide programs of literacy 
training and Christian literature. 


Funds fom the sale of the Christmas cards will 
bring money to be used immediately in programs 
which range from literacy campaigns in Liberia 
to a new family magazine in Japan; some paper 
backs for new literates in Korea to a new literacy 
center in west Pakistan. At the same time, the 
program informs friends of the Literacy and Chris- 
tian Literature program carried on by 46 church 
and mission boards through the Lit-Lit commit- 
tee. 

[Information and illustrated folders are avail- 
able free from Lit-Lit, National Council of 
Churches 475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, New 
York. ] 
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THIS ART, “Madonna of the Stars,” by Heung 
Chong Kim of Korea illustrates one of this year’s 
Lit-Lit Christmas cards. 


Faith 


by Mary E. Curfman 


Had we the faith to see the light 

To turn from wrong, and do the right; 
Had we the faith to look each day 

Toward higher things, and learn to pray. 
Had we the faith to lend a hand 

To help a wayward fellowman, 
The faith to live, the will to share 

The work of life, the cross to bear, 
Then we could see all faith as one 

And learn to say Thy will be done, 

Had we the faith. 
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Men’‘s Work Dept. 
Backs Africa Appeal 


INDIANAPOLIS—The United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society’s men’s 
work department is cooperating in 
the Africa Emergency Fund appeal 
which is being made among the 
Christian Churches on Oct. 16, Lay- 
men’s Sunday. 


Announcement was made by Wil- 
liam H. McKinney, executive secre- 
tary of the department. 

The participation of all churches 
and individuals is being solicited 
as unusual and heavy expenses have 
occurred in the Congo crisis far be- 
yond budget for regular operations 
and available emergency funds, ac- 
cording to an announcement by the 
department of resources and infor- 
mation, Ira A. Paternoster, executive 
secretary. 


Dr. McKinney has sent out letters 
suggesting that Christian Men’s Fel- 
lowship organizations offer assist- 
ance in supporting the $500,000 ap- 
peal. 

Noting that fund raising for spe- 
cial projects such as this is not the 
usual Laymen’s Sunday program of 
CMFs, Dr. McKinney said: “This is 
an emergency, not a precedent. Yet 
this effort will lend strong emphasis 
to the theme of the day, ‘Always 
Be Ready.’” 

The Africa Emergency Fund was 
authorized by the executive staff 
and the board of trustees of the 
Society and is being carried on 
jointly by the department of re- 
sources and interpretation and the 
Department of Africa (Robert G. 
Nelson, executive secretary). The 
appeal has the endorsement of the 
commissions on finance and promo- 
tion of the Christian Churches (Dis- 
ciples of Chgist). 


Congo Missionaries Are 
Going Back Slowly 


INDIANAPOLIS (Sept. 22)—The 
United Christian Missionary Society’s 
department of Africa is continuing 
to return mission staff to the Congo 
as conditions allow. 

Robert G. Nelson, executive sec- 
retary of the department, said re- 
turn of staff is contingent upon vari- 
ous factors, including: program 
shifts in keeping with shifting con- 
ditions; group judgments in consul- 
tation with other mission boards, 
government advisors and national 
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of _ Brotherhood 


sets a 
missionary leadership; and other 
matters. 

Died September 16 


Cleveland Kleihauer... 


Two Major Pastorates 


Los ANGELES—Cleveland Klei- 
hauer, 74, for 26 years minister of 
the Hollywood-Beverly Christian 
Church, Hollywood, Calif., died here 
Sept. 16. 

President of the 1954 International 
Convention of 
Christian Church- 
es, Dr. Kleihauer 
had been in the 
pulpit for only 
one Sunday fol- 


mae } 
lowing a_ four- 


\ee 
month 


trip 

abroad. Sig 
A minister for x 
54 years, he was : 
called to Los An- <5 
geles in August : 


of 1933 to serve p> xKieihauer 
as pastor of the 


then newly organized Beverly Chris- 
tian Church. In October of 1934, 
the Beverly Church and the Holly- 
wood Christian Church merged and 
Dr. Kleihauer became the first min- 
ister of the Hollywood-Beverly 
Christian Church. 

Dr. Kleihauer was a well-known 
leader in California, having served 
as president of: the Los Angeles 
Church Federation; the University 
Religious Conference; the Hollywood 
Ministerial Association; the South- 
ern California Convention of Chris- 
tian Churches; the Southern Cali- 
fornia Christian Church Ministers’ 
Association (Disciples of Christ); and 
the Southern California Ministers’ 
Convocation. 


Before going to California, Dr. 
Kleihauer was for 22 years the min- 
ister of the University Christian 
Church, Seattle, Wash. 

Dr. Kleihauer was married to Clara 
Aylsworth in 1908. She died in 
1929. Surviving is a son, Aylsworth; 
a daughter, Patrice; and his wife, 
the former Ione Sutton Mumford, 
whom he married in 1933. Also sur- 
viving are two stepsons, Dr. Robert 
Mumford and W. B. Mumford. 

Services were conducted Sept. 19 at 
the Hollywood-Beverly Church, As- 
sociate Minister Cameron Meacham 
officiating. 
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Appointments at 
College of Bible 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Dr. Riley B. 
Montgomery, president of The Col- 
lege of the Bible, here, has an- 
nounced the selection of three men 
to carry out responsibilities of the 
dean’s office, vacated by the death 
of Dr. Myron T. Hopper on Aug. 7. 

Appointments are on an interim 
basis. 


Acting as chairman of the faculty 
is Dr. William L. Reed, professor of 
Old Testament. He will administer 
the academic work of the Seminary. 


Dr. George V. Moore, professor 
of pastoral theology, will carry on 
the duties of registrar and serve as 
chairman of admissions. 

Dr. Richard M. Pope, professor of 
church history, becomes director of 
student life and activities. He will 
counsel with and direct students on 
organizational matters and on per- 
sonal problems. 

Mrs. Carl Flock, who has served 
as secretary to the dean, will work 
with the three men as a liaison 
person, keeping all records and co- 
ordinating work of the dean’s office. 


Four Disciples Awarded 
Rockefeller Scholarships 


PRINCETON, N. J.—Four Disciples 
were awarded fellowships for 1960- 
61 under the Rockefeller Brothers 
Theological Fellowship Program. 


More than 500 persons were nom- 
inated for this year’s 63 awards. 
The program is designed for those 
who are willing to consider seriously 
the ordained ministry as a vocation. 

The fellows are: James Glen 
Baker, University of Missouri, study- 
ing at Harvard Divinity School; 
George C. Jones, Texas Christian 
University, studying at Yale Divin- 
ity School; Dale Patrick, Lewis and 
Clark College, studying at Union 
Theological Seminary; and John 
Paynter, Knox College, studying at 
the Federated Theological Faculty 
of the University of Chicago. 


Central-Woodward Pastor 


Detroit (Bulletin)\—George C. 
Stuart, professor of preaching at 
Christian Theological Seminary, In- 
dianapolis, will become pastor of 
Central Woodward-Church here in 
January, 1961. 
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Brotherhood News --—————————— 


The Chain of Prayer 
Spiritual Undergirding 
Planned for Evangelism 


INDIANAPOLIS—The Chain of 
Prayer, a 24-hour prayer vigil spon- 
sored annually by the department of 
evangelism of The United Christian 
Missionary Society, is designed to 
help the churches of our brother- 
hood prepare spiritual foundations 
for their evangelistic outreach. 

When the Chain begins again on 
January 1, 1961, and _ continues 
through to the closing hours on 
Easter Sunday, April 2, an attempt 
will be made, for the first time, to 
inform each participating church of 
the other churches that are keeping 
prayer vigils on the same day and 
on the preceding and following 
days. 

Each church will thus be more 
closely linked as it unites with 
others to form a human Chain of 
Prayer. 


The department of evangelism 
has mailed to each church an en- 
rollment sheet for the Chain of 
Prayer, and is urging that each 
church select its date for participa- 
tion in this spiritual observance as 
soon as possible. Upon enrollment, 
a Prayer Vigil Handbook and a 
Prayer Vigil Chart will be mailed to 
each participating congregation. 

The former will list appropriate 
scripture and prayers and offer sug- 
gestions for making the prayer ses- 
sions meaningful to all who par- 
ticipate. The latter may be placed 
on the church bulletin board for in- 
dividual registration of name and 
hour. 

Each week during January, Feb- 
ruary and March The Christian will 
print the names of the churches par- 
ticipating in the Chain of Prayer so 
that each church may be aware of 
its link in the Chain. 


Note-Burning Service 


LEXINGTON, Mo.—A_ note-burning 
service was held here at First Chris- 
tian Church June 26, signifying the 
final payment on a mortgage of 
$19,218.38 which the congregation 
assumed four years ago. 

The mortgage came as a result of 
a remodeling project on the church 
basement. 

Among those participating in the 
service were H. Leon Berry, minis- 
ter; Cebert Holman, treasurer; E. R. 
Olds, board chairman; Fred 
Schwarz, trustee; G. L. Trent, trus- 
tee; J. P. Hall, chairman of the 
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CARL G. FRANCE is the new minis- 
ter of men’s work, evangelism and 
stewardship for the Virginia Chris- 
tian Missionary Society. A native 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. France grad- 
uated from Bethany College and re- 
ceived his B.D. degree from the Di- 
vinity School of Duke University. 
He came to his new position from 
the pastorate of the Lakeside Chris- 
tian Church, Richmond, Va. 





board when the project was started; 
and Jack Salyer, stewardship chair- 
man. 


New Church for 
St. Louis Area 


East St. Louis, Itt.—The first 
new Christian Church in Illinois 
during the Decade of Decision was 
established near here Sept. 11. 
Known as the Cahokia Christian 
Church, it is sponsored by the Illi- 
nois Disciples of Christ and the Dis- 
ciples Council of Greater St. Louis. 

The Cahokia community, which 
has a population of over 12,000, is 
located about five miles south of 
this city. As a temporary meeting 
place, the sponsoring bodies have 
purchased a residence. 

At the constituting service Sept. 
11, 23 persons placed membership. 
Morris H. Pullin, secretary of the 
Illinois Disciples of Christ, was the 
preacher. 

Robert A. Scott has been called to 
serve as the first full-time minister. 
He will begin his duties in mid- 
November. Mr. Scott, who has the 
B.A. and B.D. degrees from Drake 
University and The Divinity School, 
has served four years as minister at 
the Garden City, Minn., Christian 
Church. 


to functional problems in your church 


That’s what “Mudcat Smith” offers you in this filmstrip on the 
functional organization of the local church. This down-to-earth 
character plays an important part in Mr. Smith and the Effective 
Church, a color sound filmstrip in The EFFECTIVE CHURCH 
Audio-Visual SERIES, produced by Audio-Visual Services, 
United Christian Missionary Society. 


In addition to the above filmstrip for the congregation this series 
includes eight sound filmstrips in black and white to support 
each department of the church: Christian Action and Com- 
munity Service, Christian Education, Evangelism, Membership, 
Property, Stewardship and Finance, World Outreach, and 


W orship. 


9 filmstrips, 9 records, 18 leader’s guides, $59 per set 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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TO NEW MINISTRIES 


A Kansas City, Kan.—John Stone, 
student at Central Seminary here, 
has been called to serve on a part- 
time basis as minister of youth for 
Grandview Christian Church. A 
graduate of Sioux Falls College, 
Mr. Stone will serve as minister to 
the junior church and assist in 
other areas of the Grandview pro- 
gram. ° 


A Fora, IND.—Wm. Milton Craig 
closed a four-year pastorate with 
the Lakeside Christian Church, Rose- 
ville, Mich., to accept a call to serve 
as minister of the First Christian 
Church in this city. He began his 
new work Sept. 1. 


A NASHVILLE, TENN.—Paul Wilson, 
New Orleans, La., a 1960 graduate 
of The College of the Bible, is the 
new minister of education here at 
Woodmont Christian Church. While 


taking his undergraduate work at 
Tulane University, he served as min- 
ister at Vieux Carre Vespers in New 
Orleans. During his years at semi- 
nary he served as minister of the 
Christian Church at Chaplin, Ky. 


A CoLuMBUS, OHIO—John A. Bean 
started his ministry here at North- 
west Christian Church on Sept. 4. 
Northwest is a new congregation, 
chartered in May, 1957, and its new 
building was dedicated in March, 
1960. Mr. Bean, formerly an asso- 
ciate secretary with the Ohio Chris- 
tian Missionary Society, received his 
A.B. degree from Pepperdine Col- 
lege in Los Angeles and his B.D. 
from the Disciples Divinity House at 
the University of Chicago. 


A OWENSBORO, Ky.—Charles W. 
Bare is now serving as minister of 
the newly organized Century Chris- 


tian Church here which was char- 
tered on July 3. Mr. Bare formerly 
served as director of churchmanship 
for the Illinois Disciples of Christ 
with headquarters in Bloomington. 


A Waco, Texas—Ted McElroy, as- 
sociate minister at Crown Heights 
Christian Church, Oklahoma City, 
Okla., has resigned to accept the 
pastorate of the Richfield Christian 
Church in this city. Organized a 
few years ago, the Richfield congre- 
gation now has about 350 members. 


APITTSBURG, KAN.—Jack T. 
Vaughn has been called as director 
of Christian education and Chris- 
tian campus. life here at First Chris- 
tian Church. He began his new 
work Aug. 15. He received his A.B. 
degree from Drury College, Spring- 
field, Mo., and his B.D. degree from 
The College of the Bible, Lexington, 
Kentucky. 


A DALLas, TExAS—Jack Hutton has 
been called to serve Midway Hills 
Christian Church here as minister 
of music. Mr. Hutton holds the 
master of music degree from Pea- 
body Conservatory in Baltimore, 
Md., and since 1956 he has been the 
minister of music at the First Meth- 
odist Church, Clarksburg, W. Va. 


TIME for Decision Is NOW! 


Decade of Decision Kit Offers the 
Key Blueprint for Church Growth! 
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Planning for the growth of your church is 
today’s project. And the Decade of Decision Kit 
is the most vital tool in guiding your church to 
modern, mature growth. Providing complete 
resource materials to aid all-phase planning, 
this invaluable packet is successfully being used 
now by hundreds of forward-thinking church 
groups across the nation. Stay in stride with 
progress. Plan for tomorrow with the Decade of 
Decision Kit! Only $3.00 (93A688). 


Materials in the kit are 
also available individually. 


Box 179 
St. Louis 66, Mo. 





(1301) 21 








Rentharhand Naw 
ww ‘ : Ne ' FP 


BCE Directs Campaign 
Drives for $2,500,000 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Building fund 
campaigns to raise over $2,500,000 
were conducted by the Board of 
Church Extension during the first 
six months of 1960 according to a 
report released from the offices lo- 
cated here. 

A total of 59 campaigns were di- 
rected by Church Extension repre- 
sentatives for Christian churches in 
21 states from January 1 through 
June 30. During a comparable pe- 
riod last year 60 campaigns were 
conducted to raise over $2,700,000. 

Report figures disclosed that well 
over half of the churches included 
in the report either met or went 
over their individual campaign 
goals, accounting for $27,300 over 
and above a collective goal of $2,- 
500,000. 

Eight campaigns were conducted 
for new congregations three years 
old or less, representing a total com- 
mitment of $150,833. In every 
case new congregations exceeded 
their campaign goals. 

A further breakdown of statistics 
disclosed that members of new con- 
gregations led in personal commit- 
ments with an average pledge of 
$100 per year per resident member 
as compared to $42.00 for members 
of established congregations. 

The percentage of resident mem- 
bers who made pledges averaged 
57 per cent for new congregations 
and 33 per cent for established. The 
highest participation in any individ- 
ual campaign was 110 per cent and 
the lowest 16 per cent. 

Campaigns were conducted to 
provide financing for a variety of 
purposes including new construc- 
tion, remodeling, site purchase, par- 
sonages, and equipment. 


Carlton Best Ordained 


LA GRANGE, N. C.—Carlton E. 
Best was ordained to the Christian 
ministry here at the Christian 
Church on Aug. 21. Glenn Savage, 
pastor of the church, presided. 

A graduate of the local high 
school, Mr. Best graduated with 
honors from Atlantic Christian Col- 
lege Aug. 19. He has enrolled in 
Duke University Divinity School for 
further theological training. 

Mr. Best was manager of Diefells 
Department Stores here and in Me- 
bane for seven years, where he was 
active in scouting and a Rotarian. 
He has been serving as student pas- 
tor for the Eden Christian Church 
at Snow Hill and the Arthur Chris- 
tian Church at Bellarthur. 
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Church Seeking Names 


Of Its Former Pastors 


CROFTON, Ky.—The Christian 
Church is seeking the names and 
addresses, as well as photographs, 
of all ministers who formerly 
served the church here. 

The church records give the 
names of most former pastors and 
the dates of service; however, the 
congregation would like to have the 
list complete and with present ad- 
dresses. 

Information should be sent to the 
minister of the church, R. M. Ezzell, 
Crofton, Ky. 


William A. Knight 


To Retire on Nov. 1 


Des MoINEs, Iowa—William A. 
Knight, pastor of Highland Park 
Christian Church here for the past 
33 years, plans to retire from the 
active ministry on Nov. 1. 

Mr. Knight has served the broth- 
erhood in many capacities such as 
president of the Iowa State Con- 
vention, president of the Iowa Min- 
isters’ and Wives’ Institute and was 
for many years recording secretary 
for the board of the Iowa Society 
of Christian Churches. 

The Knights will continue to live 
here and he will be available for 
ad interim preaching. 


Presbyterian Ordination 


PELHAM, N.~Y.—Chaplain Robert 
R. Ejisenlauer, a Disciple, recently 
was invited by the Presbytery of 
Westchester to preach the sermon at 
the Hugenot Memorial Presbyterian 
Church here at the ordination of 
David J. Loomis. The chaplain, a 
friend of the family and former 
chaplain of the candidate’s older 
brother, was made a corresponding 
member of the Presbytery that he 
might also participate in the laying 
on of kands. 


lowa Pastor Ordained 


Katona, Iowa—William W. Mc- 
Dermet, pastor of the United Chris- 
tian and Baptist Church here, was 
ordained in a service held Aug. 24 
at Tabernacle Christian Church in 
Lincoln, Neb. The sermon was 
given by Mark W. Randle, minister 
of National Avenue Christian 
Church, Springfield, Mo., Mr. Mc- 
Dermet began his ministry here on 
June 19, 





Significant Lives 
Will Be Dramatized 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—A unique fea- 
ture of the International Conven- 
tion of Christian Churches, sched- 
uled for this city later this month, 
will be the dramatizing of the lives 
of three significant Christian Church 
leaders of the past. 

The three men are Walter Scott 
in evangelism, Bert Wilson in stew- 
ardship and H. O. Pritchard in edu- 
cation. 

Walter Scott, who pioneered in 
making evangelism effective, was 
able through strong and persuasive 
preaching, debatgs and writing to 
enlist large groups of new converts 
as well as convincing many others 
to study the Scriptures. 

Bert Wilson aroused the Disciples 
as few other preachers of steward- 
ship, and his passion for Christian 
statesmanship in the matter of ad- 
ministering the Lord’s resources is 
one of the lasting contributions of 
this great man. 

H. O. Pritchard, a successful col- 
lege president, pioneered in the area 
of an educated ministry. He caught 
some of the early vision and in- 
sight of Alexander Campbell in the 
field of a trained leadership and 
spelled it out for his generation. 


Unity Composition 


GENESEE, IpAHO—Chester V. Earles, 
who has been pastor of the Genes- 
see Christian Church and who has 
been called to serve as minister of 
music and education for First Meth- 
odist Church in Corvallis, Oregon, 
is the composer of “Statement of 
Faith,” the first known choral set- 
ting of the new statement of faith 
of the United Church of Christ (Con- 
gregational and Evangelical and Re- 
formed merged body) accepted by 
the general synod of the United 
Church in July of 1959. 

It was presented in a special con- 
cert conducted by the University of 
Idaho’s department of music. A 
Disciple, Mr. Earles has become well 
known in Idaho as a musician. 


A Brownwoop, Texas—The First 
Christian Church here, John S. Mul- 
len, minister, was host to “A Cru- 
sade for Christian Living,’ Aug. 14- 
21. David D. Dunning, minister of 
the First Christian Church, Rich- 
land Springs, Texas, was the 
preacher. 

A youth program was conducted 
each morning. A fellowship period 
followed each evening service with 
the young people conducting organ- 
ized games. 
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NEWS CAPSULES 


WK The CYF group of First Christian Church, 
DU QUOIN, ILL., along with sponsors and 
minister, Jasper Timbs, visited the Missions 
Building in Indianapolis, Ind., on July 19. 
The group also visited the offices of the Board 
of Church Extension and the campus of Butler 
University. 


KK Vacation Church School was” held at First 
Christian Church, CARMICHAELS, PA., the 
first two weeks of June. The average daily 
attendance was 105 and the CWFF offering 
came to $70 which was used to provide 
clothing for earthquake victims in Chile. 
Gerald Postlethwaite is the pastor. 


BK First Christian Church, JACKSONVILLE, 
TEXAS, has been selected by a jury of out-of- 
state architects as one of 48 ‘finest examples 
of Texas architecture of the past decade,"’ 
according to an announcement received by 
the minister from the church's architect, 
Donald E. Jarvis. Photographs of the church 
will be displayed at the State Fair of Texas 
in Dallas and at the convention of Texas 
Society of Architects in El Paso.—Robert D. 
Matheny. 


KA. Dale Fiers, president of the United 
Christian Missionary Society, recently paid a 


echoes the dewy-bright magic of childhood .. . 


BY ANNE M. HALLADAY 


visit to the First Christian Church, CASPER, 
WYO. He met with church leaders at an in- 
formal luncheon meeting and in the evening 
he addressed a family night dinner of 300 
members of the church. 


BK Crestview Christian Church, GREENVILLE, 
TEXAS, successfully completed its Certificate 
Loan Plan compaign with $30,000 worth of 
certificates sold. Harold Hines acted as chair- 
man of the campaign. Crestview can now 
borrow $50,000 from the Board of Church 
Extension to build its first unit. 


WK Corner-stone laying services were held 
Sept. 11 for the new education building by 
the Arlington Christian Church, Lexington, 
Ky. The new structure will be a two-story, 
32-room building of masonry construction and 
will connect at the front and rear with the 
present sanctuary. Cost of new building is 
estimated at $114,000. Randolph A. White is 
the minister. 


BK Jay C. Daugherty, pastor of the Newton 
Grove Unity in North Carolina, began his 
second year with the three congregations on 
Sept. 1. Churches in the unity include Carr 
Memorial, Mill Creek and Pleasant Union. 
The pastor edits the Newton Grove Christian. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 


HIS LIFE OUR PATTERN. oo W. Cranford. 


Broadman Press. 130 pages. 


AGENTS OF RECONCILIATION. By Arnold B. Come. 
The Westminster Press. 176 pages. $3.95. 


CHURCH EDUCATION FOR TOMORROW. By Wesner 


Fallaw. The Westminster Press. 219 pages. $3.75. 
BIBLICAL AUTHORITY ae MODERN PREACHING. 
By Charles W. F. Smith. The Westminster Press. 
176 pages. $3.50. 

THE BATTLE FOR THE SOUL. By Owen Brandon. 
The Westminster Press. 96 pages. $1.25 (Paper). 
QUR ETERNAL INHERITANCE. The Christian View 
of Death. By David A. MacLennan. The Upper 
Room. 24 pages. $0.15 per copy; $1 for 10 
copies; $7 for 100 copies (Paper). 

AN INQUIRY INTO FAITH. By J. Wesley Robb. 
The National Methodist Student Movement. 119 
pages. $1 (Paper). 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (King James Version). Auto- 
lithographs by Charles Mozley. Franklin Watts, Inc. 
23 pages. $5. 

YOUTH AND DELINQUENCY IN AN INADEQUATE 
SOCIETY. By LeRoy Bowman. League for Industrial 
Democracy, 112 East 19th Street, New York, 3, 
N. Y. 48 pages. $0.35 (Paper). 

THE GRACIOUS CALLING OF THE LORD. By 
5250 John Versteeg. Abingdon Press. 142 pages. 
PAUL'S MESSAGE AND MISSION. By William 
Baird. Abingdon Press. 176 pages. 3. 

JESUS AND THE TRINITY. By Walter Russell 
Bowie. Abingdon Press. 160 pages. $2.75. 
THE BOOK OF REVELATION. By Charles M. Lay- 
mon. Abingdon Press. 176 pages. $3. 

THE CHURCH; ITS ORIGIN AND TASK. By 
Albert E. Barnett. The National Methodist Student 
Movement. 101 pages. $1 (Paper). 

THE CHRISTIAN AS A DOCTOR. By James T. 
Stephens and Edward lon Long, Jr. Association 
Press. 126 pages. $2.50. 

CHRISTIANITY AND THE SCIENTIST. By lan G. 
Barbour. Association Press. 128 pages. $2.50. 
THE EFFECTIVE BOARD. By 7 0. Houle. 
Association Press. 174 pages. $3.50 

HANDBOOK OF COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS. 
By Audrey R. and Harleigh B. Trecker. Association 
Press. 519 pages. $6.50. 

THE JOY BEYOND. By Gwynn McLendon Day. 


Baker Book House. 71 es. ze ¢ ° 
$7.50 Dozen. ” ” —_ 
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An entrancing book of stories—charming, sympathic, simple—about a 
lively little bear, Cuddle, who lived with Big Brown Bear Papa and Big 
Brown Bear Mama in an eld gold mine in the side of a hill. Cuddle 
+ 
spent his days exploring the mysterious forest, finding thrills and gaining 
experience, while unconsciously bent upon that most glorious adventure— 
“growing up."’ His school was all of Piney Forest and almost everything 
and everybody in the forest his teachers. His good friends, Cinnamon 
Bear, Tiny Turtle, the birds, the trees, the river . . . each helped teach 
him the things he should know to grow up into a big wise bear. Children 
will recognize their own actions in Cuddle Bear's escapades and benefit by 
the ethical principles so cleverly woven into the stories. Kurt Wiese, well- 
known artist, has delightfully illustrated this book with ingenious, colorful 
drawing making it possible for the child to see each animal clearly. 
These stories are pertinent to curriculum materials. Ages 6-9. 
10€790, $2.50 
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With her usual enthusiasm for children Anne M. Halladay has written 
another captivating book. A tale about small Pepe, the son of migrant 
Mexican workers, who is sad about leaving his Texas friends, until he 
discovers that a sunny, happy smile brings others. Children will learn a 
valuable lesson about making friends. Ages 3-6. 

10N217, $1.75 
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MEMBERS of First Christian Church, 
Antelope Valley, Lancaster, Cailif., 
gathered for ground-breaking serv- 
ices on July 31. Participants in- 
cluded (from left): Ray Wellington, 
administrative secretary of Chris- 
tian Churches of Southern Califor- 
nia; Robert Moore, minister; Fay 
Barr, board chairman; Jack Rupp, 
building committee chairman; and 
Sam Owen, building fund treasurer. 
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BREAKING for a new fellowship hail and class- 
room wing was held this summer on the new site of 
First Christian Church, Cleveland, Tenn. 
Bailey holds the shovel. Looking on (from left) are: 
Charles Highfield, minister; Alvin Amos, minister at 
Oak Ridge; W. C. Randolf, elder; Carl Wattanbarger, 
building committee chairman; William G. West, Chat- 
tanooga minister; Lawrence Crane, Chattanooga as- 
sociate minister; and Alex Mooty, state secretary. The 
new building was made possible by a gift of $25,000 
from the Tennessee Christian Missionary Society. 








Teach Children 
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designed to teach children how their 
church serves persons with special 
needs. These courses give children 
information that will make them 
proud of their church and its work. 
Benevolence courses may be used for 
through-the-week meetings, Church 
Family Night, VCS, and as resource 
material for other meetings at which 
benevolence is taught. 
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LESS THAN ONE YE OLD, First 
Christian Church, Olney, IIl., recently 
purchased this site as the future 
location for its new church building. 
Consisting of four and three-fourths 
acres, the land is located opposite 
the Silver Street School and the 
new Richland County Memorial 
Hospital. , Standing by the sign 
(from left) are: Loly Sanders, 
building site chairman; Rolla 


Pe AG 


Jacques, building committee chair- 
man; and Earl C. Zetsche, minister. 








—Creech Photo Service, Norfolk 


GROUND-BREAKING ceremonies for the second unit 
of the Diamond Springs Christian Church, Norfolk, Va., 
were held July 31. Participating in the services were 
(from left): Ben Braswell, board chairman; C. Cullifer, 
contractor; H. Turner Gammon, building committee 
chairman; John W. Johnson, pastor; and Melvin Spence, 
architect. The new unit will be used for education 
purposes and will cost $54,000 without furnishings. 


Ihe Church Serves 





There are three 6-session courses: 
Kindergarten, Primary and Junior. 
Each of these has a leader’s guide to 
help teach their message of the 
church’s service. The Kindergarten 
course (The Big White House) is a 
story book to help younger children 
understand. Leader’s guide, 25 cents; 
pupil’s book, 35 cents. The Primary 
and Junior work packets each con- 
tain six courses. Leader’s guide, 
75 cents; pupil’s work packet, 25 
cents. 
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—The Minister’s Ethics 
(Continued from page 10.) 


spect him for the burdens he 
bears but they are quick to dis- 
criminate between a noble devo- 
tion and solemnity and undis- 
ciplined petulance, irritability, 
and self-pity. 

The ethical minister will know 
how to treat both his predeces- 
sor and his successor on the 
pastoral field. I do not hold to 
the theory that a minister can- 
not ever return to a former field 
for a visit or to perform re- 
quested sevices. A true minister 
can do these things (not often, 
but now and then) and he can 
strengthen the incumbent pastor 
by his word and example of in- 
tegrity and graciousness. Former 
pastors have returned to fields 
where I’ve served and have con- 
ducted themselves with such 
magnanimity and honorableness 
that their presence has richly 
blessed the churches and me. 

But if a man cannot return to 
a former field and conduct him- 
self ethically he had best not re- 
turn at all. 

An ethical preacher will not 
plagarize. He will draw his 
ideas from many fields and his 
debt will be incalculable to those 
who have set down in writing 
something of their aspirations, 
their dreams, their visions, their 
hopes, but he will make these 
things a part of himself and 
thereby preach them worthily. 
He will give definite credit when 
it is possible to give it. 

The honorable minister will pay 
his debts. I once knew a min- 
ister of whom it was said that 
he had the best business head on 
his shoulders of any man in the 
town of his residence. As for 
me, I should consider that a com- 
pliment of dubious merit, since I 
look upon a minister as a man 
more to be commended for the 
poetry and music and mysticism 
in his soul than for his grasp of 
the intricacies and subtleties of 
business. 

If he must be an expert, let it 
be in the realm of the spirit that 
his expertness lies. However, we 
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can all agree with Bishop Free- 
man: “Carelessness in financial 
matters is a conspicuous weak- 
ness of the clerical profession. It 
does not require a course in ac- 
counting to be accurate in such 
things; it does require a sense of 
responsibility and a conscience 
void of offense.’”’” We must live 
within our incomes and pay our 
debts. It is an essential in our 
code of ethics and honor. 

The minister will not degrade 
his high calling by “shyster’” 
methods. He has better things 
to do than to promote himself 
at the expense of others. He 
ought to know when to discuss 
his people and his colleagues and 
it is likewise important that he 
know when to remain silent. 

He will avoid proselytism. Says 
William Anderson Elliott: ‘“Steal- 
ing sheep from spiritual flocks is 
just as reprehensible as stealing 
sheep from a neighbor’s barn- 
yard. To weaken and destroy 
other churches and congregations 
that one may make strong one’s 
own, is a bit of religious banditry 
that ought to receive the con- 
demnation of every man who 
professes to share the Christian 
spirit. 

“If any minister has not yet 
formulated for himself a code of 
moral ethics that precludes the 
looting of other churches and for- 
bids religious banditry, it is high 
time that he formulate and adopt 
such a code. However militant a 
minister may be, or however 
zealous he may be in the prosecu- 
tion of his work, he ought to 
remember that his commission 
to preach the gospel does not in- 
clude his right to destroy one 
sector of Kingdom forces to 
strengthen another.” 

The minister must learn the 
true standards of success. He 
must learn the true values of his 
calling and this knowledge will 
help to keep him free from com- 
promise and fondness for what 
amounts to a cheap popularity. 
He will avoid the temptation “to 
cultivate only those who temper- 
mentally, socially or financially 
are congenial to himself. 

“Of all anomalous things the 
snob in the ministry is the most 








impossible and_ reprehensible,” 
exclaims Bishop Freeman, for 
“this is a form of phariseeism 
that dishonors the office and 
brings it into disrepute.” Many 
a congregation has been disap- 
pointed to see its minister and 
his wife allow themselves to be 
possessed by a coterie. 

The minister of today lives in 
a complex world. His duties 
have multiplied. The reliance 
people place upon him is heavier 
than that of simpler days. More 
is expected of him than formerly. 
He is called upon to be a better 
minister at the level of the local 
parish, the level of brotherhood 
interests, the level of ecumen- 
icity. 

As his office has grown more 
complex, he has been called upon 
to define his attitudes and rela- 
tionships toward others more 
clearly. ‘“What,” he is often 
forced to ask himself, “is the 
ministerial ethic for this situa- 
tion?” 

Wise men who have, out of 
maturity of reflection and experi- 
ence, defined ministerial etiquette 
and ethic can be a help to us but 
there is no principle more help- 
ful than this—to be a humble, 
conscientious, consecrated servant 
of God and to do unto others as 
you would that they should do 
unto you. 

It is said that those who knew 
Phillips Brooks intimately talked 
about his sense of fitness and his 
high ethical standards as much as 
they talked about his tremendous 
preaching. He was God’s gentle- 
man. All his ministry he took 
to heart the counsel his mother 
had written on the occasion of 
his ordination and I recommend 
that we, who would be true to the 
ethical responsibilities of the high 
calling, take such counsel to 
heart, too: 


I had rather hear you 
praised for holiness than for 
talent, though of course that 
is very precious when used 
in His service. But, dear 
Phillips, let no human praise 
make you proud, but be hum- 
ble as the Master you serve, 
and never forget what an 
honor it is to be a servant 
of Christ. 
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—Ministry 
Beyond Retirement 
(Continued from page 7.) 


a supply basis, visiting the 
church on Sunday, preaching and 
then returning to his home. Sec- 
ond, he may move with his wife 
to the parsonage, or some other 
residence the church provides, 
and live there and serve until the 
permanent minister arrives. Fi- 
nally, it may be most suitable 
that he spend only two or three 
days at week ends on the field. 

Our experience has been with 
every one of these three possi- 
bilities. They have all been re- 
warding in the consciousness 
that we were performing a vital 
service in a place of need. Dur- 
ing these experiences our circle 
of friendship has been enlarged 
by the addition of many choice 
people. As their faces flash upon 
the screen of memory we feel a 
warmth of heart we could not 
enjoy had we not spent time in 
their homes and churches. Natu- 


rally no one can guarantee that 
every interim ministry will make 
such a happy contribution, but 
so far with us it has been true. 

From memberships which 
ranged from 60 to 600 it has 
been the same. Some of our 
friends have suggested that an 
interim ministry is something 
like being a grandparent. He 
can enjoy folks without getting 
bored with them or administer- 
ing discipline. When he attends 
conventions it is something like 
“old home week.” He has happy 
reunions with those he came to 
know and appreciate in his brief 
ministries. 

May we underline just one 
more setting in which the in- 
terim minister fills a place bet- 
ter than anyone else could hope 
to do. It has to do with churches 
where there is lingering unhap- 
piness. Into this situation comes 
the interim minister. 

He soon makes it clear that he 
has not come to rake over and 
keep alive the smoking coals of 





dissension. Both by what he 
says, and perhaps even more by 
his actions and attitude, he in- 
dicates he intends to minister to 
all the members of the church 
and not to a faction. It becomes 
apparent to his congregation 
that their interim pastor has lit- 
tle interest in their past troubles. 

He challenges them to build 
for the future. Under his lead- 
ership the old issues somehow 
lose their bite. A new spirit 
comes into the church. After a 
few weeks or months the church 
agrees upon a permanent pastor, 
and when he arrives the task of 
the interim minister is over. He 
leaves the church united and 
with the joy of accomplishment 
in his heart. 

Those who are now in the pas- 
torate should not look forward 
to wasting their final years in in- 
activity and boredom. They can 
expect years of useful service 
and on their own terms. It may 
turn out to be one of the most 
rewarding periods of their lives. 


Yes! 


Secretaries and 


all other 


~employees of the church 
are eligible for Pension Plan 


membership. 


+ Sizable benefits for retirement, disability, or 
death apply. 


+ While making the 1960-61 budget include 
the entire staff in the Pension Plan. 


PENSION FUND OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


800 TEST BUILDING 
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EVERAL fine musicians and min- 

isters of music have accepted 
positions in congregations of other 
communions during the past few 
years. We are glad to do all we 
can to enrich the services of wor- 
ship for our sister communions but 
most of us are aware of the tre- 
mendous need for trained leader- 
ship and competent guidance in the 
field of music in hundreds of our 
own congregations. 

One reason we lost so many 
church musicians is that only re- 
cently have the Disciples of Christ 
had large congregations, sizable 
budgets, and vision enough to in- 
clude a minister of music on the 
church staff. 

A second reason is that ministers 





Samuel F. Pugh is executive di- 
rector of Local Church Life of The 
United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 
by Samuel F. Pugh 


of music have not known how to go 
about the task of discovering which 
churches were in need of such a 
person on the staff. Nor have con- 
gregations in need of a minister of 
music known where to turn to find 
one. 

Consequently church music com- 
mittees have turned to music direc- 
tors rather than ministers of music 
trained in church music as well as 
secular and in church history, the- 
ology and worship as well as tech- 
niques of organ. 

The office of ministerial services 
at The United Christian Missionary 
Society has for many years received 
information schedule sheets on min- 
isters who wanted their names and 
qualifications sent on to the state 
secretaries and through them to the 
churches. Pulpit committees can, in 
turn, write to the office of minis- 
terial services for information 
sheets on any minister in the broth- 


erhood. 

This service is being extended to 
include full-time ministers of mu- 
sic. An attempt is being made to 
secure an information schedule on 
every Disciple minister of music— 
even those who are now serving in 
some other communion. Even 
though these persons are now hap- 
pily located their names and quali- 
fications should be included in the 
file for future need and for corre- 
spondence purposes. Some have 
suggested the formation of a na- 
tional guild of Disciple ministers of 
music. A mailing list would allow 
an inquiry concerning the desire for 
such a fellowship. 

We suggest that all ministers of 
music (with a graduate degree, 
preferably B.D.) and full-time di- 
rectors of music write to 


Thomas Wood 

Office of Ministerial Services 
222 South Downey Ave. 
Indianapolis 7, Indiana 


requesting an information schedule 
and then see that the information 
is filed in that office. 

To have a file of qualified persons 
would allow the national office to 
render an important service to our 
churches and to persons who have 
prepared for a vocation in the field 
of church music. 
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AtHH 


HIGH inthe 


local life of your church 


@ Develop the Code of Ethics program 


@ Be concerned with the welfare of the 
community's homebound persons 


A Code of Ethics, a stimulating and practical basis for study and action, is now 
ready for use in every local congregation. 
Committee of the Home and State Missions Planning Council, it offers a plan for 
deliberation of the attitudes and practices of the congregation and application of its 
various sections, based on New Testament principles, to each congregation’s own 
needs. Manual, 93A729, 70 cents per dozen; $5.00 per hundred. Certificate, 17” 
x 22”, suitable for framing, 93A730, $1.00. 


Authorized by the Local Church Life 


Samuel F. Pugh, in his manual The Church’s Ministry to the Homebound, opens 
this field to the attention of the churches. He interprets the attitude of handicapped 
persons and our attitudes toward them, and offers many practical suggestions for 
working with the homebound, the aged, the physically and mentally handicapped. 
93A671, 35 cents each; 3 for $1.00. 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


(1307) 27 





Symbolism 


Symbolism in Religion and Litera- 
ture. Edited by Rollo May. George 
Braziller. 253 pages. $5. 


This is a compilation of essays by 
proven scholars. Following a sur- 
vey chapter on The Significance of 
Symbols by Rollo May, in which 
he exploits the psychological and 
psychoanalytical aspects as they re- 
lated to the healing power and 
function of symbols, a series of de- 
tailed treatments are made on the 
relation of symbolism to religion 
and literature. 

The essays move from a general 
interpretation of the concept first 
in principal and then in religious 
terms. The cross, the central sym- 
bol of Christian faith, is then 
treated in relation to the dimension 
of redemption. 

The principle of symbolism as it 
relates to redemption is then illus- 
trated in a study of the first three 
chapters in Genesis. 

A socio-historical treatment of re- 
ligious organization in America 
raises the difficulties and needs for 
the use of symbolism. This is fol- 
lowed by a scholarly evaluation of 
literature and science and the place 
symbolism plays in each. 

Finally suggestions are made on 
the use of symbolism in the de- 
velopment and maintenance of a 
creative society.—W. K. F. 


Book of Sermons 


Chapel in the Sky. By Charles 
Ray Goff. Abingdon Press. 127 
pages. $2. 


This book is an arrangement of 
seventeen sermons grouped under 
the following headings: When You 
Think About God, When You Try 
to Be Christian, and When You 
Have Everyday Problems. There is 
little detectable connection between 
one sermon and the one that fol- 
lows it other than the loose ram- 
bling style which crowds illustra- 
tion upon illustration. Individually 
many of these chapters are helpful 
and reflect the broad experience of 
a pastor as he calls in the homes 
of the parishoners and ministers to 
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‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


their religious and general needs 
from the pulpit. 

His best chapters come in the sec- 
ond section. There he describes the 
processes of standardization and 
conformity which subtly invade our 
lives, homes and hearts. 

Other chapters discuss the good 
and the evil effects of our words, 
the fear of opposing the majority 
or social acceptance or the require- 
ments of our job for Christian 
standards, the proper use of com- 
promise, the personal involvement 
of caring for others, the difficulty 
of telling wrong from right. 

Since preaching and writing are 
not the same thing Dr. Goff’s hear- 
ers probably found these sermons 
more valuable than his readers 
will.—RICHARD SPANGLER. 


Sermon on the Mount 


Build on the Rock. By C. Milo 
Connick. Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany. 191 pages. $2.95. 


Build on the Rock is the most 
fascinating treatment of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount that I have seen. 
It is personal, “You and the Ser- 
mon on the Mount,” therefore it 
lives for each réader. It is scholar- 
ly, Biblical, enjoyable and under- 
standable for persons in every walk 
of life. 

The theme or thrust of the book 
is living life at its best. The “set- 
ting” is a description of life in 
Palestine under Roman rule. The 
author divides the remainder of the 
book into six parts: The Life De- 
scribed—The Life Compared with 
the Old Order—The Life Compared 
with Current Practices—The Life 
Applied—The Life Offered—the Sum- 
mation. 

C. Milo Connick has a beauty of 
description that makes the book 
come alive in pictorial expressions 
such as: “Antarctic silence,” “As 
quiet as a youngster with his hand 
in a cookie jar’ and “Intellectual 
furniture.” 

The chapter headings are arrest- 
ing: Good Grief! Mighty Meek! 
Royal Squares! Prayer on Parade, 
The New Look, and No Room for 
Censors. Two chapters that every- 






one should read are Something for 
Something which deals with prayer 
and the Gold Standard, dealing 
with human relations. 

The introductions are captivating. 
To read the introduction means that 
you will read the rest of the chap- 
ter. 

He closes the book by giving the 
“Characteristics of a Christian” all 
found in the Sermon on the Mount. 
—JOHN R. COMPTON. 


Radio-TV Religion 


The Church in the World of Radio- 
Television. By John W. Bachman. 
Association Press. 191 pages. $3.50. 


Dr. Bachman’s book draws on his 
participation in a recent National 
Council study of the role of radio 
and television in religion. Though 
it is not an official statement from 
the study group, it doubtless re- 
flects many of the findings of that 
commission. 

In no sense to be construed as a 
“how to do it” book, this signifi- 
cant work delves into the philoso- 
phy of broadcasting in both sacred 
and secular fields. The book gives 
a fair and candid picture of the 
American system of broadcasting 
and demonstrates graphically that 
much of its program material ought 
to be closely scrutinized by the 
Church to discover what values this 
“hidden persuader’” is leading us to 
espouse. 

Bachman questions, we believe 
rightly, whether religion has yet 
found its relationship to the mass 
communication media; he suggests 
that the Church may have too easily 
succumbed to the entertainment 
philosophy of the media or that it 
has failed to recognize the distinc- 
tive character and limitations of the 
media and is preaching into a mi- 
crophone as if it were a church full 
of members. 

We highly recommend the book 
to all concerned Church people, lay 
or clergy, because we believe it will 
encourage mature understanding 
and criticism of these media which 
subtly mold and color many atti- 
tudes. It could serve admirably as 
the basis for an adult study group. 
—RICHARD C. WHITE. 
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RELAX 2. 


AT EASE 


A lady opened the door of 
her refrigerator and found a 
rabbit sitting inside. 

“What are you doing here?” 
she shouted. 

“Isn’t this a Westinghouse,” 
replied Mr. Hare. 

“Yes,” admitted the lady. 

“Well,” said the rabbit, “I’m 
just westing.” 


WRONG MAN 
Pete: “My girl friend said she 
would be true to the end.” 


Sam: “What’s wrong with 
that?” 


‘Tm a fullback.” 
BAPTIST STUDENT 


Pete: 


@Some people never look up until 
they are flat on their backs; they 
never think of God until the are 
face to face with some disaster.— 
BISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN 


NEED 10 
RAISE FUNDS? 


Raise money for your organ- 
ization quickly with the sale of 


BUILDERS “The Southland's Finest Pecans.” 


No advance payment required. 
xx* ek 


@ EASY TO SELL 








ie feprere Romy: _ @ ATTRACTIVE 1-LB. 
More closets, greater head- CELLOPHANE PACKS 
room— @ GOOD PROFITS 
But fathers want a drinking- 
fountain For full details, write 
In every youngster’s bed- “You've come along fast, Ep- 
room persmith . . . so fast I don’t 
have anyplace to promote you S Oo U ¥ H LA N D 
LEONARD K. SCHIFF to. Would you mind starting 


PECANS, INC. 
Dept. CE-1060 
Drawer 736 


in Quote. over again from the bottom?” 


Waycross, Ga. 












GOS 
Come to Christmas gx. 


is the title of this family book of gia 
praise, prayer and activities. Written 
by Anna Laura and Edward W. Geb- 
hard, it offers suggestions for family 
worship during the holiday season, 
from Thanksgiving to Christmas. It 
will help the family prepare for the 
coming of Christmas by observing the 
rich traditions of the holy season. 
The lighting of candles in an Advent 
wreath, songs, stories and carols and 
worshipful activities may be enjoyed 
as the family plans for a more mean- 
ingful observance of Christ's birth. 
Attractively illustrated. 





Clauebiie 


You may order a 
consignment of 25 
of these books, 
shipped in a handy, 
colorful carton. A 
wonderful display 
for your lobby! 


10€791 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


Purpose of the Ministry 
Editor, The Christian: 


The purpose of the ministry, in 
my eyes, is to bring God before the 
people of the world in all three of 
his manifestations, in such a way 
that he may become a _ personal 
factor in their life. The minister 
should do his best, with the help 
of the Holy Spirit as guide, to help 
them to find the way out of the 
network of problems in which they 
find themselves .. . 

The tools of the minister are: 
(1) The Bible, in which God speaks 
to him and to others through the 
experiences and witnesses of people 
in times past. (2) Prayer, both per- 
sonal and corporate. (3) Empathy 
with those with whom he comes in 
contact, sharing of experiences with 
others. (4) A mind open to new 
trails into the realm of worship, 
living, counseling and social rela- 
tionships, with a firmness of mind 
and purpose that keeps him from 
going off into dead-end trails, flights 
of fancy, and deep ends. 

It must be the purpose of his 
thinking to seek out the positive. 
In life, as well as in nature, the 
law applies that for every action 
there is an equal and positive re- 
action. Thus, for every negative 
thought or action there is a pos- 
itive thought or action of equal 
force. They must be balanced or 
the life gets thrown off balance. 

The minister is a balance wheel 
in his community, and as such must 
constantly live close to both God 
and the people—JOHN D. CUNNING- 
HAM, San Diego, Calif. 


Epitor’s COMMENT: This_ letter 
came as comment on Carl Brown’s 
articles on what laymen think of 
the ministry (May 8 and 22.) 


No Robes Needed 
Editor, The Christian: 


The article in The Christian, June 
12, 1960, entitled, “Does Your Pas- 
tor Wear a Robe?” makes some 
rather sweeping claims for the 
power of a robe... . 

If a minister has poor taste in 
selecting his tie, is undignified, is 
careless in preparing his sermon 
and the order of worship, or is 
neglectful about the cleanliness of 
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the sanctuary, he will not suddenly 
become perfect just because some- 
one tells him to wear a robe. The 
minister who needs a robe to help 
him direct the congregation’s atten- 
tion to God, needs more than a 
robe... << 

I am one of those simple people 
who has gathered from reading 
some history that active, evangeliz- 
ing Christian groups have always 
been kicked out of formalized, cere- 
monial churches. My plea is that 
our ministers give us more gospel 
sermons with deeper Bible content, 
and that we concentrate on “break- 
ing of bread and prayers” and per- 
sonal commitment to winning 
others to Christ, beginning here 
where we are. Jesus has promised 
to be present when two or three 
are met in his name.—Mrs. B. G. 
MILSTER, Alexandria, Va. 


EpITor’s COMMENT: One time I saw 
a monk on a bicycle in the Italian 
countryside, speeding an his duties 
with both robe and beard flowing 
in the breeze. I doubt if there is 
much correlation between robes, 
or the lack of robes, and evangelism. 


Long-time Interest 
Editor, The Christian: 


I want to congratulate Unified 
Promotion for selecting, and The 
Christian for printing, the ser- 
mon by N. Gayle Fischer as the 
“first-place” sermon on the subject 
of stewardship among the seminary 
students during the year 1959. I 
also want to thank the author for 
the very appropriate text used in 
this connection, with its emphasis 
on consecration as a prerequisite 
for the proper observance of this 
important way of life. 

For more than forty years I have 
had more than a passing interest 
in this subject; beginning with 
courses taken in the Divinity School 
of the University of Chicago in 
1914-15 and in reading Walter 
Rauschenbusch’s books of that same 
decade. 

At present I am an elder in the 
First Christian Church of Jackson, 
Miss., and also am representing the 
eldership on our local stewardship 
(finance) committee—CHARLES O. 
LEE, Jackson, Miss. 


-tters . 


Baptism, Blood and Spirit 
Editor, The Christian: 


Like R. A. Plowman, I, too, have 
been concerned and disturbed by 
what I find in your magazine. His 
letter is like a ray of light after a 
long winter’s night (The Christian, 
June 26, 1960). 

Baptismal regeneration is cold 
dead formalism. Only those who 
have been born of the Spirit have 
everlasting life and belong to the 
body of Christ (John 3:3; 1 Cor. 
13313)... /« 

Let us beware lest we tread un- 
der foot the Son of God, in whom 
we have redemption, count his 
blood of the covenant an unholy 
thing, despise the Holy Spirit of 
grace, and substitute baptismal re- 
generation for cleansing from sin 
and the hope of salvation, which 
comes only through the blood of 
the cross.—Mrs. L. CAMPBELL, Okla- 
homa City, Okla. 


Danger 
Editor, The Christian: 


Robert A. Fangmeier’s “Know- 
Somethingism in 1960” in The Chris- 
tian (June 26, 1960) has been read 
and personally I think he has been 
doing some rather fuzzy thinking. 


We have two philosophies in this 
country which are trying to take 
over our way of life, and both try to 
tell us we are intolerant when we 
oppose them, Let ustry to tell them 
in the countries where they are in 
the majority what to do and they 
will quickly put us in our place.... 


Our whole public educational sys- 
tem is in real danger from these 
two philosophies and if they ever 
get the upper hand in this country, 
as they are rapidly doing, then per- 
haps some of the liberal writers will 
awaken from their sleep. 


Every man has a right to aspire 
to the highest office in our country 
only when he denies the right of 
any other power to dictate to him 
the decisions he shall make relative 
to the welfare of this country and 
that power, without reservation or 
with his tongue in his cheek.—Tom 
MILLER, Scotia, N. Y. 
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JOIN THE FAMILY BOOKSHELF’S CRUSADE AGAINST INDECENT “LITERATURE”! 





AccEePT ALL 5S 


OF THESE CAREFULLY SELECTED BOOKS FOR FAMILY AND COMMUNITY READING 
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price, $2.00. 


A $16.95 VALUE 
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Herald's 


365 WINDOWS — A book 
for your whole family. Dr. 
Halford E. Luccock’s splen- 
did primer of faith enables 
you to look out on the world 
with a fresh devotional 
thought every day of the 
year. The inspiring medita- 
tions offer brief, but substan- 
tial daily guidance. Regular 


For 
Only 


97 


with membership 





A Special Message from 
Dr. Danie! A. Poling 





Chairman, Advisory 2. 
Committee of 6% 
CHRISTIAN HERALDS i 
FAMILY BOOKSHELF 


With the flood of indecent literature bombard- 
ing the minds of young and old today, it is 
vitally important that every family has a place 
to turn for clean, wholesome, entertaining books. 

For over ten years CHRISTIAN HERALD’S 
FAMILY BOOKSHELF has been crusading to 
prove that the sure way to overcome literary 
immorality is to defeat bad books with warm, 
interesting, thought-provoking, decent ones — 
has demonstrated that fiction and non-fiction of 
literary quality can offer excitement and adven- 
ture, yet never contain an off-color word or 
suggestive thought. With the help of thousands 
of families who have joined our crusade we have 
made significant advances BUT 

WE NEED YOU NOW to continue our prog- 
ress in the next decade. As a clear-thinking 
Christian leader you are aware of the responsi- 
bility for building a better community — you 
want to preserve and enrich family life. To in- 
troduce you to a way to do this, we are offering 
you at extraordinary savings, the five specially 


ANNA AND HER DAUGHTERS — A book 
for you. What does a proud, formerly wealthy 
woman do when her husband suddenly dies, 
leaving her penniless with three grown daugh- 
ters?) D. E. Stevenson probes the loves, dis- 
appointments and achievements of each of the 
women. Regular price, $3.50. 


THREE CHURCHES AND A MODEL T — For 
your minister, school teacher or hospital. The 
adventures of a country preacher who finds 


| the secret of true happiness. His faith, cour- 


we and prayers touch the lives of all he 
mets: a suicidal Indian; a berserk ex-fighter; 
a distraught mother. Beautifully written by 
Philip Jerome Cleveland. Regular price, $3.50. 


THE APPLE TREE COMMUNITY — For your 
children, your library, or your church. To 
many of God's creatures a lovely old apple 
tree is a cradle, a shelter, and a battleground. 
In this beautifully illustrated book, George A. 
Smith bares the surging whirl of life in and 
around the tree. It will enthrall the young- 
sters. Regular price, $5.00. 


‘TWIXT TWELVE AND TWENTY — For your 
teen-ager. Pat Boone talks with real wisdom 
(in language teen-agers understand) about 
parents, earnings, spiritual development. A 
wonderfully entertaining and heartening na- 
tional bestseller. Regular price, $2.95. 


chosen books featured on this page. Study them, 
read their short descriptions, see if you don’t 
agree that they belong in your home and com- 
munity — then avail yourself of this oppor- 
tunity of getting them by joining CHRISTIAN 
HERALD’S FAMILY BOOKSHELF now. 

As a member you will benefit yourself and your 
family by placing fine food for the mind and 
spirit in the hands of your children . . . you 
will be enriching your community with great 
thought by making your selections available to 
your minister, your Sunday School teacher, your 
church library, your local youth organization. 


HOW CHRISTIAN HERALD’S FAMILY BOOKSHELF OPERATES 


You start your membership with the FIVE important books described 
on this page for only $2.97. 


_ You join with us in our Crusade against indecent “literature” and 
jin a book club that has distributed only the finest books for over a 


decade . . . not one line or word of which you would not want your 
thildren to read! 


You accept selectians or reject them as you please, after reading a 
description of the books in the newsletter you receive each month. 
You may also reject any book after you receive it simply by returning 
itto us within seven days. 


You pay for your books after you receive them, and never pay more 
than $3.00 each, regardless of the higher publishers’ prices — con- 
sistently saving 35-50% on every selection. 

You need buy only four selections during an entire year and you may 
cancel your membership in the Family Bookshelf any time after buying 
four books. 

You will receive a valuable FREE Bonus Book worth up to $6.95 for 


each two selections you accept, thus building an enviable family 
library at no cost to you. 


B-14 


And you will be strengthening our country by 
helping to stem the tide of literary immorality. 


Christian Herald's Family Bookshelf, Dept. 239 
207 East 37th St., New York 16, N. Y. 


I want to join the Family Bookshelf Crusade and give you my wholehearted 
support. Please enroll me as a member and send me for my family and 
community the 5 books listed below, billing me only $2.97 plus a small 
handling and postage charge. Send me your monthly preview so that I may 
decide whether or not I want the selection described. I need accept only 4 
books during an entire year to fulfill my membership requirement. For each 


two books I accept, you agree to send me a valuable Bonus Book worth up 
to $6.95 FREE. 
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Let’s Talk It Over 


QUESTION: What is wrong 
with the Apostles Creed that 
keeps our churches from using 
it once in awhile? I have been 
a member of the Christian 
church for 45 years. If we do 
not believe in the Apostles 
Creed, what do we believe? 


ANSWER: To attempt an an- 
swer to this question will no 
doubt bring down the walls of 
Jericho upon my head. The 
church historians, the theolog- 
ians, the Protestants and the 
Roman Catholics will unite to 
prove how wrong I am. How- 
ever, your question was ad- 
dressed to me and not to them 
so I am going to make an honest 
(if feeble) attempt to talk this 
question over with you. 

The Apostles Creed was writ- 
ten sometime between a.D. 100 
and 400. It is supposed to be a 
summary of the teachings of 
the apostles Peter and Paul. I 
do not think anyone ever 
claimed that the apostles them- 
selves ever wrote a creed as 
such. The creeds we have are 
what some individual, or some 
group of individuals, thought 
the apostles wanted us to be- 
lieve. 

Your question was concerning 
the Apostles Creed so I will 
limit my discussion to that one. 
The version of this creed now 
in use seems to be brief and 
perhaps understandable. How- 
ever, the Baltimore Catechism 
takes much more space to ex- 
plain the meaning of this creed 
which all good Roman Catholics 
must believe to be members in 
good standing. 

We cannot give the whole 
explanation but it might at 


Dr. Davison died June 28, 1960. 
In tribute to him we are continu- 
ing to run the columns we have on 
hand. 


least reveal what the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy considers 
the Apostles Creed to mean. 
Here are some excerpts: 

“The Blessed Virgin Mary 
was free from original sin and 
this favor is called her Immac- 
ulate Conception.” (In one 
room of the Vatican library I 
saw several thousand books 
which have all been written on 
the Zmmaculate Conception. Ap- 
parently the explanation is not 
too simple.) 

“There are two kinds of actual 
sins: mortal sin and venial sin. 
Mortal sin is a grievous offense 
against the law of God. Venial 
sin is a less serious offense 
against the law of God.” 

“When we say that Christ 
descended into hell we mean 
that after he died the soul of 
Christ descended into a place or 
state of rest called limbo, where 
the souls of the just were wait- 
ing for him.” (Do not ask me 
where “limbo” is.) 

“The one true church estab- 
lished by Christ is the Roman 
Catholic Church. We know that 
the Roman Catholic Church is 
the one true church established 
by Christ because it alone has 
the marks of the true church. 

“The chief attributes of the 
Roman Catholic Church are 
authority, infallibility and in- 
defectibility. We are obliged to 
belong to the Roman Catholic 
Church in order to be saved.” 

Personally, when I say “I 
have no creed but Christ,” I 
think I express most of what 
is in the Apostles Creed and 
considerably more. For the 
Christian, more than a formal 
statement of belief is required. 
It calls for a dedicated life 
which is willing to match its 
existence against the great 
needs of the day. 

In careless moments we Dis- 
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ciples have been guilty at times 
of saying we have no creed. 
This would imply we have no 
belief. That, of course, mis- 
represents us. The statement 
that “We have no creed but 
Christ” changes the picture en- © 
tirely. I take it that all of us 
have said, “I believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God.” 
We perhaps should repeat that 
statement more often than we 
do. Actually every time we 
partake of the Lord’s Supper 
we are saying that very thing. 
I could wish that in our com- 
munion services we had a place 
where all communicants said to- 
gether, “I believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God and 
I accept Him as my personal 
Saviour.” 

Any opinions expressed in this 
column are not necessarily those 
of the noted church historian 
who edits this paper. 

This last comment is 80 
typical of many that Dr. Davi- 
son appended to his copy that 
we have left one as evidence. 
—The Editor. 
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unday morning, 
wouldn’t have sliced his drive 
out on the highway, and he 
wouldn’t have been 
there when the gravel truck 








